

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OAKLEY & DEANE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON DECEMBER 10TH  2020 via Go To Meeting

Present: Mr. Parry (Chairman), Mr. Bealing, Mr. Bullions, Mr. Ellison, Mr. Harding, Mrs. McCullins and Mr. Startin.  Two members of the public attended.  
    
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from  Ms. Hobden and Dr. Johnstone .  

2. Co-option of New Councillor
Mr. Adams had joined the meeting in November as a member of the public, and expressed a wish to be proposed for co-option. Mr. Harding proposed, and Mr. Bealing seconded that Mr. Adams be co-opted and all members agreed, and welcomed him to the Parish Council. 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 12th November 2020
Minutes of the meeting, having been previously distributed to all members, were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting with one exception which related to the retrospective approval of purchase of items and services for the Sports and Play areas WP, and so it was agreed that the clerk should amend the minutes and the Chairman would then approve the document.
4. Notices, Circulars and Correspondence – none received.

5. Clerk Report 
The clerk had distributed her report in advance of the meeting and there were no questions or comments. 

6. Planning Matters

a) Summaries of the applications and decisions since the previous meeting were circulated in advance of the meeting, and there were no comments or queries.
b) After the decision by the Borough to approve the application for 33 luxury homes at Oakley Hall, the Parish Council has received communication from residents both in Oakley and in Deane and Steventon, regarding the Parish’s support for the alternative application for up to 150 retirement dwellings on the site. It was agreed that the clerk draft a summary of the parish’s reasoning behind this support, which would be agreed at the January meeting and published in Link and on the Parish’s website as well as social media sites. 
c) Mr. Parry and the clerk met with Urban&Civic, the development partners for Manydown, on Tuesday 8th December. Urban&Civic expressed their desire to work collaboratively with the Parish Council and asked us to highlight our priorities, which included a safe walking and cycling route to the development.
d) Mr. Parry and the clerk met with Bewley Homes on 10th December and it was agreed to hand over the allotment site to the Parish some time in January. There will be some works for the Parish to do before the allotments can be let to new tenants but these should be fairly minimal. The Environment WP will undertake a review of what is required and proposed costings etc, for the next meeting.
e) The application for 5 further 4 bed houses at ‘Beech Tree Close Phase 2’ was discussed and it was agreed that as this is not part of the Neighbourhood Plan and is infact on open space from the Poets Meadow development, the Parish would object to it and the clerk will prepare the comments for submission to the Borough.


7. Working Party Reports


a. Burials and Churchyards
a)  Nothing to report. 

b. Environment
a) Village Pond: the tender documents have been sent out and are due to  be returned after Christmas.  Mr. Ellison asked if there were any specific criteria in the LIF agreement about tender submission but Mr. Harding confirmed there were not, although the tender forms will be forwarded to the LIF team once received. 


c. Finance
a) Approval of Payments: it was proposed by Mr. Bealing and seconded by Mrs McMullins,  and agreed by all members, that the following payments be made :
	Payee
	Charge to Budget
	Total Cost
	Service
	Status

	NEST
	116.06
	116.06
	Clerk Pension November
	Paid DD

	EE and T Mobile 
	16.49
	19.79
	Clerk mobile phone
	Paid DD 

	HMRC
	624.07
	624.07
	November Contributions
	Paid EFT

	Scofell
	296.66
	355.99
	November Grounds Maintenance
	Unpaid EFT

	M Bastick
	492.75
	482.75
	Handyman Hours November
	Unpaid EFT

	Larkstel Ltd
	1198.00
	1437.60
	November Grounds Maintenance /blue line marking
	Unpaid EFT

	Nigel Jeffries
	587.92
	705.50
	Oct Grounds Maintenance
	Unpaid EFT

	B Bedford
	64.58
	65.24
	 Wreaths, cards, cleaning materials
	Unpaid EFT

	PWLB
	4942.30
	4942.30
	Loan repayment
	Paid DD

	BT
	13.66
	16.40
	Portable mini hub
	Paid DD

	BT
	42.00
	50.40
	Office phone November
	Paid DD

	Castle Water
	688.10
	830.06
	NF supply 1/8/20 – 28/2/21
	Unpaid EFT

	T Harrington
	335.72 
	335.72
	Oct/Nov cleaning
	Unpaid EFT

	P Williams
	346.69
	346.69
	Electrical works at NF and PH
	Unpaid EFT

	Lightworks Plus 
	38.00
	38.00
	PAT testing
	Unpaid EFT 



Mr. Parry and Mr. Harding   approved the EFT payments.  
b) Play area inspections: the Borough has sent a letter to all clerks whose parishes contain play areas that are looked after by the Parish, informing them that as from 1st April 2021 an annual charge of £500 plus VAT per play area will be charged for the Borough to perform the inspections it currently does (for which there has not been a charge previously). For some parishes this may mean they have to increase their precept by around 20% simply to raise money to pay back to the Borough. The clerk attended a meeting of BDAPTC and it was agreed that parishes should write to the Borough, stating that until a proper consultation has been done, and some of the issues raised by the parishes investigated and agreed, no decision should be made by the parish as to whether it wishes to make its own arrangements. The clerk asked members for their agreement to this course of action, and all members agreed, and requested the clerk copy in BDAPTC and the Borough Councillors to her response. 
c) Precept: a draft precept figure of £ 102,500 was proposed, following the preparation of the budget using forecasts from the working parties and the RFO and ARFO. This would represent an increase of around 12%. The precept will be formally agreed at the January meeting, at which time the % increase can be quantified – for example, if it was 12% that would be less than £5 pa for a band D council tax bill, which is just a few pence per week. It was agreed that is important to provide an example as the % figure on its own does look high, but in monetary terms is not. 

d. Highways and Transport
a) Mr. Harding confirmed that the new SID had not yet been received but should be soon, and would be first used along St Johns Road.  
b) Mrs. McCullins had inspected all the salt bins and the clerk had requested top ups and repairs for damaged bins. Mr. Bullions had asked about the salt bin at the doctor’s surgery but the clerk advised that is on private land and we cannot request a top up for that one.  


e. IT/Governance
Nothing to report.  


f. Publicity and Events
a) The clerk thanked Adhoc for putting up the tree and Malshanger for supplying it. She reminded members that there were lots of activities for Christmas in Oakley even though some of the regular events were not able to take place, and to check out the St Leonard’s You Tube channel. 

a) Sports and Play areas
Mr. Ellison issued a working party report in advance of the meeting and there were no comments or queries.  The main focus of the working party at present is to review and update S106 funding requests and also for items like the Cambrian unit at Beach Park, to investigate the possibility of LIF funding. The WP and the clerk met with a representative from Vitaplay in early December and have updated quotes, to ensure that all of the ‘Guidance Notes and Standards for provision of unsupervised Childrens Play facilities’ are suitably covered in the Parish’s  3 play areas. 
 
 
  
8. Reports from representatives to other organisations
Andover Road Village Hall: nothing to report
East Oakley Village Hall: nothing to report
Jubiloaks/Woodlands Group: nothing to report
Village Show Committee: nothing to report 
Oakley Community Association: nothing to report
Community Kindness: nothing to report
Oakley Support Network: nothing to report
9. Confidential Items 
RESOLVED: that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.
a) .   


10. Date of the next meeting is  14th January 2021 (this will be a virtual meeting using GoToMeeting unless  face to face meetings are allowed by that time)
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