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OAKLEY AND DEANE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT NEWFOUND PAVILION 

ON THURSDAY 13TH FEBRUARY 2025 7:30 PM 

Councillors of Oakley and Deane Parish Council were summoned to attend the Ordinary Council Meeting at 
Newfound Pavilion on Thursday 13th February 2025. Members of the press and public are also invited to attend. 

 
The public session will commence at 7:30 PM followed by the ordinary Council meeting at 7:40 PM. The business 
to be transacted at the meeting was set out in advance Friday 7th February ‘25. Councillors and the public are 
requested to note that the meeting was recorded by the Council and may also be subject to recording by 
members of the public. 
 

Present: Cllr. Rowley (Chair), Cllr. Bullions, Cllr. Green, Cllr. Condliffe, Cllr. McAllister, Cllr. Crafer, Cllr. Ellison and 
Mrs. Beere (Clerk).  

 

Public Session 7:30 PM  

 

No members of the public attended.  

 

Council Meeting 7:40 PM    

 
158/24   Election of the Chair of the Council  

Proposed by Cllr. Rowley, Cllr. McAllister was elected by all members present as the new Chairman of 
the Council. The Chairman give a brief inaugural speech:  

“Oakley and Deane Parish Council works for the benefit of residents in the whole parish rather than 
individual wards. Individual councillors must work together as a team since no individual councillors 
have the power to make decisions alone. The parish council is a non-political organisation. As such 
party-political statements are not permitted when conducting council business including at council 
meetings and other events. The parish council works with other organisations on a regular basis and 
communication should be positive and non-political.” 
 
The Clerk will witness Cllr. McAllister sign his declaration of office in due course, as a printed version 
was forgotten on the night. 
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Members of the Council thanks Cllr. Rowley for this support and guidance as Chair of the Council the 
past two years. 

 
159/24 Election of the Vice Chair of the Council  

Proposed by Cllr. McAlister, Cllr. Green was elected by all members present as the new Vice Chairman 
of the Council. The Clerk will witness Cllr. Green sign his declaration of office in due course, as a printed 
version was forgotten on the night. 
 

160/24 Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr. Burns (ODPC) and Cllr. Henderson (HCC). 
Cllr. Hayman (ODPC) was noted as absent. 

Mr. Woodley (Deputy Clerk) and Mrs. Hamer (RFO) have now departed the Council following their 
resignations received November ‘25.  Co-opted member Mr. Crawford has resigned from the Council 
IT Projects working group, resignation accepted by the Clerk. 

161/24 Minutes of previous meetings 

Minutes of the meetings held on the 16th January and 28th January as previously circulated were 
agreed to be accurate by all members present.  The former Chair Cllr. Rowley signed, initialled and 
dated the minutes of the 16th January ‘25. The Chair signed, initialled and dated the minutes of the 
EGM 28th January ‘25. 

162/24 Declaration of interests 

Arising from this agenda, Councillors are invited to declare any relevant interests at this point or 
during the meeting;  

i. Cllr. Condliffe declared an interest in the Assistant Clerk vacancy under confidential matters 
(agenda point 176/24). 

ii. Cllr. Rowley declared an interest in matters relating to the Hampshire & Solent Devolution & 
Local Government Reorganisation (agenda point 165/24) due to his involvement in other 
matters and local community groups outside of Council business. 

163/24 Urgent matters 

The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge on new development that the council uses to raise 

funds for infrastructure in the borough. The BDBC Planning Policy Team has drafted a CIL Spend 

Protocol setting out how decisions will be made about how CIL will be spent, received via email 

Thursday 13th February ‘25.  

 

A portion of the CIL must be spent in the local area where it is collected (the ‘Neighbourhood CIL’). 

The draft protocol sets out processes around the management of these funds, including the process 

for spending CIL in areas without town or parish councils. BDBC have launched a consultation to 

ensure they work in the most efficient way for town and parish councils, and parish meetings. Delegate 

to clerk to respond on behalf of the Council, by the Thursday the 6th of March ‘25 deadline. 

 
164/24 Clerk/Deputy Clerk report and correspondence received 

i. Requesting approval for two days annual leave for the Clerk on the Monday 17th and Friday 

21st or February ‘25, calculated at 6 hours per day. Approved. 
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165/24 Hampshire & Solent Devolution & Local Government Reorganisation 

Following Government discussions that commenced in December 19th ‘24, and Extraordinary 
Hampshire County Council (HCC) meeting took place on Thursday 9th January ‘25.  Cllr. Rowley 
attended this meeting to observe and gather information to be able to review what this will mean for 
Oakley. 
 
Cllr. Rowley reported that HCC discussed things at length across political parties. BDBC decided to 
recommend to HCC Cabinet that the Hampshire and Solent group of top-level councils join the 
Devolution Priority Programme, and delay local government reorganisation to the Autumn to allow 
the longest time to formulate those plans. Hampshire & Solent has been successful in the application 
to join the Devolution Priority Programme. 
 
"The programme – one of the largest ever single packages of mayoral devolution in England - will 
support the areas to move towards devolution at pace, becoming mayor-led strategic authorities by 
May next year if they proceed." 
 
The next steps will be consultation however it is unclear in what form that will take, or what exactly is 
being consulted on. Cllr. Rowley will keep members of the Parish Council informed concerning what 
this means for Hampshire & Solent, and what this will mean for local government reorganisation for 
Oakley, and Basingstoke & Deane. 
 
Delegated to the Clerk to write to NALC/HALC and the SLCC for guidance, to report back in due course. 
 

166/24 Governance Working Group 

i. Internal Audit conducted by Do the Numbers Ltd; Conducted 19th December ‘24; Evalution 

report from the Clerk was received, delegated to the Governance working group to evaluate 

all actions required to formulate a response at the March ’25 meeting.  The newly appointed 

Chair of the Council is no now be part of this working group. 

ii. Verbal update on the adopted NALC standing orders and NALC financial regulations, to be 

aligned with the approved Finance and Investment Policy (ref. agenda point 117/24 iiv.) for 

consistency and updated on the Council website. Due to the Clerks workload and need to 

receive handovers from the departing Deputy Clerk and RFO, the delivery of these documents 

for a final review by the Governance Working Group has been further delayed. The approved 

Finance and Investment Policy (ref. agenda point 117/24 iiv.) will also be aligned with the 

documents for consistency. Apologies accepted, noted that the Council have already adopted 

these documents as they currently stand.   

167/24 IT Working Group   

i. Verbal update on the annual leasing of three new staff laptops; Following guidance from the 
IT Project working group quotes were sort from four companies to lease three laptops for 
Parish Council Staff members.  It was agreed by members present to proceed with option 3 
from MyGleex Ltd. at £8.50 per laptop, x3 laptops at £25.50 per week, a total of £1,326 per 
annum.  This includes a 3 Year GEEX Warrantee and support for the duration of the lease, 
with a next day loan machine.  Unlimited telephone and and remote support from GEEX IT 
Engineers. Inclusive of all parts, labour and loan equipment at a fixed cost. 

Spec: Dell Latitutde 5000 5550 (15.62”) Notebook – Full HD – Intel Core Ultra 5 135 U – vPro 
Technology – Intel Evo Platform – 16 GB – 521 GB SSD – English (UK) keyboard – Grey – Intel 
Chip – 1920 x1080 – Windows 11 Pro – Intel – In-Plane Switching (IPS) Technology – Front 
Camera/Webcam - IEEE 802. 11ax Wireless LAN Standard. 

Delegated to the Clerk to proceed with the lease agreement on behalf of the Council.  
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168/24 Update from Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) including payments for approval:  

i. Request to name the Clerk as the temporary RFO for the Council. Approved. 

ii. Approval of payments for January 2025 and February 2025, with an update concerning our 
current budget with spend and income review. Approved (see attachment A), with an 
amendment noted to line item one on the payments waiting list for HALC Training Costs to 
be moved to the correct cost centre of ‘Staff’ not ‘Councillor’ training as this related to the 
Clerk. 

iii. Verbal progress update concerning the Councils investment strategy, following approval of 
the Councils Finance and Investment Policy.  This has been handed over to the Clerk following 
the departure of the RFO from the Council, and update will be brought in due course. 

iv. Members to note the approved 2025/26 Parish Councils budget and Parish precept has been 
submitted to Basingstoke and Deane Brough Council (BDBC).  Details can be found on the 
Councils website for transparency: www.oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk. Noted. 

v. In response to the following questions raised during the EGM 28th January ‘25 with regards 
to the Councils 2025/26 budget and reserves:  

a. Does Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) interest, need to be spent under the 
same spending terms as CIL or can it be added to the Councils general reserves?  
Any CIL interested received will form part of the Councils general reserves, in 
line with the ODPC Investment policy. Confirmed by the Internal Auditor Do. 
The Number Ltd. 

b. Does the Council get taxed on our interest? No, the Council does not.  

Both the above points a. and b. were noted with no further comments. 
 

vi. Members to note that the departing Deputy Clerk will receive as part of their final payment 

on top of February ’25 days worked up to their departure – 16.5 hours for January ‘25 

overtime approved (January ’24), 5 hours approved overtime by the Clerk to complete the 

handover and any unused holiday based on their pro rata working hours accrued over 7 

months employment.  Noted. 

 

vii. Members to note that the departing RFO will receive as part of their final payment on top 

of February ’25 days worked up to their departure – 12 hours for January ‘25 overtime 

approved (January ’24), 5 hours approved overtime by the Clerk to complete the handover 

and any unused holiday based on their pro rata working hours accrued over 7 months 

employment.  Update: The departing RFO opted not to claim the 5 hours approved 

overtime by the Clerk.  Noted. 

 

viii. Members to note the Councils Asset Register and Risk Assessment will be reviewed ahead of 
the March ‘25 meeting. Noted. 

169/24 Planning Committee  

i. To receive the February 4th ‘25 Planning Committee report.  Next committee meeting 
scheduled 5th March ’25. Received. 

ii. To receive the applications and decisions report. Received. 

170/24 Highways 
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i. Request approval to remove the B3400 SID to update the firmware, repair if required and host 

a training session in NF for Council members; volunteers required on a Rota to manage it 

regularly. Approved. 

A technician from Traffic Technology Ltd. will be onsite mid-next week with the Clerk to review 

the SID, ensure there is no fault while it’s still under Guarantee and assist with the firmware 

upgrade. Whilst onsite, they will remove the SID if required from it’s current position.  

Delegated to the Clerk to enquire about an annual service agreement with Traffic Technology 

Ltd. 

The Highways working group will be kept updated as Traffic Technology Ltd will bring two 

alternative SIDs from the same product range for review should the Council look to invest in 

more for the Parish to support with traffic calming, in connection with the community Speed 

Watch Group.  Delegated to Cllr. Rowley to ask if members from the Speed Watch team would 

be interested in supporting the Council as co-opted members on Highways related matters 

such as this. 

171/24 Community and Local Environment Working Group 

i. Request approval to confirm the Councils position at the 2025 Oakley Village Show. Approved, 

with an agreed focus to showcase the redevelopment of the Beach Park BMX track. 

ii. Verbal update on Parish Council storage & garage clearance (Ref: February ‘24 extraordinary 

meeting 201/23 iii., May 30/24 and November 119/24 iii.). Deferred from January ‘25.  

Notification has been received that the rent will be increased for the 2025/26 year, however 

the figures given are lower than the current 2024/25 rent charged.  The Clerk will enquire 

about a refund and hand in our notice for the storage unit.  RC Saunders Ltd will be contracted 

to clear any remaining items from the unit before the end of March ‘25, any items retaining 

will be moved for temporary storage in Newfound. 

iii. Request approval to proceed with ODPC Grant Policy (ODPC created) and ODPC Community 

Infrastructure Levy Grant Policy (to be created) for 2025/2026 financial year. Deferred from 

the December ’24 and January ‘25. Approved to proceed with offering a ODPC Community 

Infrastructure Levy Grant Policy.  Policy and Grant Application Form to be developed and 

reviewed at the March ‘25 meeting.  

iv. Members to note that RC Saunders Ltd. will cover litter picker holiday requested week 

commencing 17th February for one week. Noted. 

v. Oakley Duck Pond: 

a. Request to renovate and reinstall the villages traditional ‘Oakley Ducks Crossing’ 

painted sign and review the condition of the centre duck house with support from 

Men’s Shed. Approved, delegated to the Clerk to approach Men’s Shed for a quote. 

172/24 Allotments Working Group 

i. Andover Road Allotment Site; Boundary fence field side, has started to collapse and the 
internal gate is broken.  Quote received from Larkstel Ltd. Total £3050 ex vat (£2800 for 
replacement fencing and £250 to repair the gate).  Verbal update on an alternative quote for 
review as requested January ‘25. A third quote is to be sort, with delegated authority to the 
Clerk to proceed with the most suitable option. 

ii. Review requested from a Canterbury Garden allotment holder. Approved. 
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iii. Verbal update on plot renewals and annual maintenance for both Oakley allotment sites. 
Deferred from January ‘25. Vacant plots are being occupied by the Spring.  The Clerk has 
called an Allotment working group meeting up update members and co-opted members on 
all matters. 

173/24 Sports and Play Working Group 

Reports relate to the sports grounds and pavilions in Newfound (NF) and Peter Houseman (PH), 
facilities at Beach Park (BP) and the play areas on Avon Road (ARPA) and Upper Farm Road (UFRPA). 

i. BP pump track renovation project; Verbal progress update.  The Council have been accepted 
as a Buyer on Contracts Finder.  A work statement for the project will be updated as soon as 
possible, the aim is to confirm preferred supplier by the new financial 2025/26 year April ‘25 
meeting. 

ii. Parish grounds maintenance 2025/28 tender; Verbal progress update.  The tender was 
released following the January 28th ‘25 EGM. A total of 6 Gounds Maintenance contractors 
have been invited to respond.   The deadline to submit is midnight Thursday 27th March ‘25. 

iii. New pavilion cleaning company; Verbal update with a request to review quotes received 
from Green Fox Ltd £368.31 ex vat including equipment and products, and 3 County Property 
Services Ltd at £351 ex VAT including products with a one off £200 fee for equipment. All 
members present requested to proceed with Green Fox Ltd, delegated to the Clerk to secure 
their services immediately. 

iv. The Councils NF cricket roller annual service; Verbal progress update, deferred from January 
‘25. The service will take place in March ‘25, date to be confirmed as our Power Roll Ltd. 
engineer is traveling from Cornwall.  

v. Oakley Youth Football Club (OYFC) have offered to apply for a Grass Pitch Grant on behalf of 
the Parish Council, for both the NF and PH sites; Verbal progress update with a request for 
the Council to price the works recommended to improve the pitches at both PH and NF 
following the recent Football Associations inspection report received via OYFC as part of the 
Grass Pitch Grant application. Deferred from January ‘25. Approved, once completed and 
reviewed a meeting will be arranged with the Chair of OYFC. 

vi. Verbal update concerning seasonal track repairs at the PH sports grounds, from Rectory Road 
to the PH entrance gate, with RC Saunders Ltd. Deferred from January ‘25.  This matter is 
now urgent following heavy traffic along the track due to the private hire of the car park.  
The Clerk has consulted with Cllr. Ellison on the materials required and has contacted HCC 
for permission to close the track for the works required as it is a public footpath.  Permission 
pending.  A sign will be installed along the track to ensure residents are aware. 

vii. Members to note all dates for this year's Cricket 2025 season have been confirmed from the 
Oakley Cricket Club (3rds) and St Mary’s Cricket Club; Commencing 3rd May ‘25. Noted. 

viii. Request the renewal of the Guardwell Ltd. service agreement for NF and PH pavilion alarm 
systems, estimated at no more than £350 ex vat. Quote received, actual cost £205 ex vat. 
Approved. 

ix. Request retrospective approval for a Newfound pavilion private hire: Oakley Woodlands 
Group AGM, Tuesday 11th March ‘25 between 19:00-22:00. Approved. 

The Council have the right: To pass a resolution in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960 to exclude the public and press to consider confidential contractual and staffing matters which meet 

the criteria of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 Part 1. 
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Continued: 21:17 PM    

 

174/24 Confidential Matters – St. Leonards Church 

 

175/24 Confidential matters – Newfound   

 

176/24 Confidential matters – Staffing matters 

 

 

Meeting Closed 21:57 PM    

  

Next meeting scheduled for 13th March 2025 to be held at Newfound Pavilion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment A:  
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Approval of payments for January 2024 and February 2025 and update concerning our current budget with 
spend and income review.  
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