

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OAKLEY & DEANE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON SEPTEMBER 9TH  2021

Present: Mr. Parry (Chairman), Mr. Adams, Mr Bullions, Mr. Ellison, Mrs. Hayman, Mr. Harding, and Mrs Taylor (Borough Councillor).  Mrs. Meyer (deputy clerk) and two members of the public also attended.
    
As this was the first face to face meeting since March 2020, Mr. Parry welcomed all members, staff, Borough councillors and members of the public to the meeting, and a brief introduction was given by each parish councillor. Mr. Parry asked for a vote of thanks to Mr. Harding on behalf of the council and the whole community for the restoration of the pond, which is a huge success. All members and those present agreed, Mr. Harding’s project management of the works has been invaluable, and the pond is a once again the focal point of the village.
Mr. Parry also asked for wishes for a speedy recovery to be sent to Mr. Bealing, who is currently unwell, and all members agreed. 
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Mr. Bealing, Mrs. McCullins and Mr. Startin.
2. Minutes of meeting held on June 23rd 2021
Minutes of the meeting, having been previously distributed to all members, were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and the chairman signed the minutes. 
3. Circulars and Correspondence

a) Report from BDAPTC meeting on 1st September: the clerk and Mrs. Meyer attended the meeting and issued a report in advance of the meeting.
b) Update on Beach Park bring site: the clerk was informed that a decision was taken by the Borough Council to close the site, due to fly tipping and misuse of the facilities. Signage was put up, stating the site will close on 24th September. Members felt that the lack of communication and involvement of the Parish Council made the decision difficult to support, as we had twice been assured there would be a consultation on these sites before a decision was taken. Residents are unhappy with losing the facilities, and the clerk has asked for a list of local sites but has been advised that residents should instead use the kerbside facilities. The issues concerning Christmas tree recycling, and the use of Beach Park by the litter warden to drop off bags on that side of the village, have not yet been resolved. Mr. Ellison stated he feels this is another example of the Borough trying to cut costs by reducing facilities (i.e., charging parishes for playground inspections).



4. Clerk and Deputy Clerk report

The clerk and deputy clerk had issued their report in advance and there was a comment about the potential closure of the Dr’s surgery – the clerk had been asked to confirm whether this was the case but referred the resident to the CCH.  


5. Planning Matters

a) Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 2nd September     were circulated to all members. There were no comments or queries. 
b) Summary of planning Applications and Decisions August/September was issued by the deputy clerk and there were no comments or queries. 
c) Notice of Appeal from Wates re 110 dwellings in Station Road: the confirmation of the successful appeal by Wates against the decision to refuse planning permission was announced. Cllr. Taylor informed members that following the appeal, she has written to Robert Jenrick MP about the language used in the appeal, and the lack of respect shown to participants. Both the clerk and deputy clerk attended the virtual meeting and concurred that the plaintiff’s QC was unnecessarily discourteous to the council’s expert witnesses and to the interested parties who made comments. 
d) Solar Farm- request for scoping opinion: the clerk has received notice of a request for a scoping opinion on a solar farm on land owned by the Malshanger Estate. The clerk has provided details of local halls where a public meeting could be held, should the decision to submit a planning application be taken – yet that has not occurred. Wootton PC has also been contacted by the potential applicant, as a small part of the land under discussion falls in their parish boundary.  
e) Poets Meadow: Mr. Rowley informed members that he has contacted the Borough about making the green space a Neighbourhood Park, which would protect it from further threats of development. The question of who ‘signs off’ on the development as it approaches the end of the build phase was raised – the clerk was asked to contact the Borough Planning team to confirm this as there is still work to be done (i.e., footpaths).  

6. Working Party Reports

a. Burials and Churchyards
a)   A tidy up of the burial ground was undertaken by the working party. 

b. Environment
a) Canterbury Garden Allotments: Mr. Harding confirmed that we are still awaiting the release of the land from Bewley Homes and that our solicitors have chased Bewley for documentation. 
b) Station Road allotments: it appears likely that the planning application for change of use submitted by Malshanger will be refused. Mr. Harding requested permission from the members for himself and the clerk to continue in negotiations with the estate to try and find a suitable alternative site. All members agreed. It was proposed that the rental remained unchanged for the 21/22 season and all members agreed. 
c) Village Pond: work is almost completed, and the ‘Pond Ceremony’ will be on 19th September. Mr Harding asked for volunteers to help with set up and take down at the event.
d) Lengthsman: the clerk confirmed that the Lengthsman had been requested to erect and install two benches by the pond, clear the footpath from Hill Road to Kennet Way park, clear all bus shelters along the B3400 from The Fox PH to the Deane crossroads, and to trim hedges to increase sight lines at the garages to the rear of Petersfield.

c. Finance
a) Approval of Payments: it was proposed by Mr. Harding and seconded by Mr. Ellison, and agreed by all members, that the following payments be made:
	Payee
	Charge to Budget
	Total Cost
	Service
	Status

	NEST
	116.06
	116.06
	Clerk Pension August
	Paid DD

	EE and T Mobile 
	32.00
	38.40
	Clerk/deputy mobile phone
	Paid DD 

	HMRC
	659.70
	659.70
	August Contributions
	Unpaid EFT

	Scofell
	296.66
	355.99
	August Grounds Maintenance
	Unpaid EFT

	M Bastick
	546.00
	546.00
	Handyman Hours August
	Unpaid EFT

	Larkstel Ltd
	1830.00
	2196.00
	August Grounds Maintenance /marking out
	Unpaid EFT

	Nigel Jeffries
	587.92
	705.50
	July Grounds Maintenance
	Unpaid EFT

	BT
	14.00 
	16.80
	Mobile hub August
	Paid DD

	BT
	42.45
	50.94
	Office phone August
	Unpaid DD

	HCC
	32.44
	38.93
	Cleaning materials
	Unpaid EFT

	Vision ICT
	90.00
	108.00
	Domain charge
	Unpaid EFT

	BDBC
	1.00
	1.00
	Rental for PH Ground
	Unpaid DD

	M Richards
	100.00
	100.00
	Return of deposit for allotment
	Unpaid EFT

	Castle Water
	43.93
	55.83
	Water for NF
	Unpaid EFT

	P Williams
	89.20
	89.20
	Lights in disabled loo at NF
	Unpaid EFT

	T Harrington
	102.47
	102.47
	Cleaning August
	Unpaid EFT




  Mr. Harding   and Mr. Parry approved the EFT payments.  

d. Highways and Transport
a) SID: Mr. Harding confirmed that the new SID was still not working properly, and the supplier has attended several times, but as yet the system works sporadically at best. The older SID is situated in Rectory Road and will next be used in The Drive
b) Rectory Road: following complaints from residents, it was agreed that the clerk should contact Highways to request signage (pedestrians in road) and road marking along one side of the road where pedestrians could walk more safely.  

e. IT/Governance
IT: Working party report was issued. Due to the forwarding of a confidential document to a member of the public, it was proposed that all attachments be password protected (the clerk to issue the new password each month). Also, documents should be pdf so they cannot be changed by a recipient.  It was agreed to trial this process.
Governance: the strategy day is scheduled for 9th October at St Leonard’s Centre, and the clerk will issue an agenda nearer the time.
 

f. Publicity and Events
Village Show: the clerk will represent the Parish Council on 18th September at the show. 
Pond Celebration: will take place on 19th September. The clerk asked members to help selling raffle tickets, and to publicise the event. Mr Rowley offered to sell tickets at his shop in the village. 
Remembrance Service: the clerk represented the Parish Council at the meeting. She asked Mr. Bullions to lay the wreath and he agreed.    
Firework Display: the clerk notified the football club that the display would take place on Sunday 7th November and that no play would be possible at Newfound that day.  

g. Sports and Play areas
Mr. Ellison issued a working party report in advance of the meeting and there were no comments or queries. 
 Members were asked to ratify the following decisions:
· To pay to the Men’s Shed, the sum of £200 for works to 8 benches in Beach Park and Peter Houseman.
· To agree to an initial 2-year contracts with Play Inspections Co to undertake annual inspections of the 3 play areas run by the Parish Council, at a cost of £225 (£75 per play area) following the decision by the Borough council to charge £500 pa per play area for such inspections. 
· To retrospectively approve purchase of 2 new litter bins at Beach park at cost of £267.90
· To retrospectively approve purchase of a used, but in good condition, ‘spinning bowl’ unit from Kennet Way park, and its installation in Upper Farm Road, at a cost of £2175.00.
· To retrospectively approve repair and maintenance to the track from Rectory Road to Peter Houseman at a cost of £110.00
· To retrospectively approve payment to repair faulty lights and purchase janitorial supplies for the two sports pavilions.
Members were further requested to approve the following: 
· To authorise expenditure up to £250 for bulbs, to be sourced by the Gardening club, for planting at Beach Park and Upper Farm Road
· To authorise expenditure for a further bench seat, from NBB at cost of £565.00 at Newfound
· To authorise purchase of additional loam for the cricket pitch at Newfound at a cost of £500
All members agreed to both the ratifications, and the requests for approval.  

  
7. Reports from representatives to other organisations.
Andover Road Village Hall: nothing to report.
East Oakley Village Hall: nothing to report.
Jubiloaks/Woodlands Group: nothing to report.
Village Show Committee: nothing to report. 
Oakley Community Association: Mr. Startin issued a report in advance of the meeting and there were no questions or comments
Community Kindness: nothing to report.
Oakley Support Network: nothing to report. 
Love Oakley? Go Green: the clerk issued a report in advance of the meeting.



8. Confidential Items 
RESOLVED: that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.

9. Date of the next meeting is October 14th if COVID restrictions allow.  
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