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OAKLEY AND DEANE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE NEWFOUND PAVILION 

ON THURSDAY 15TH JANUARY 2026 7:30 PM 

Councillors of Oakley and Deane Parish Council were summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Council 
at Newfound Pavilion on Thursday 15th January 2026. Members of the press and public were also invited to 
attend. 
 

The public session commenced at 7:30 PM followed by the ordinary Council meeting at 7:40 PM. The business 
to be transacted at the meeting was set out in advance Friday January 9th 2026. Councillors and the public were 
requested to note that the meeting was recorded by the Council and may also be subject to recording by 
members of the public. 
 

Present: Cllr. McAllister (Chairman), Cllr. Green (Vice-Chair), Cllr. Condliffe, Cllr. Bullions, Cllr. Crafer, Cllr. 
Jeffreys, Cllr. Kitley, Cllr. Neems, Cllr. Grant, Cllr. Rowley, Cllr. Hayman, Miss. Green (Assistant Clerk) and Mrs. 
Beere (Clerk & RFO).  Also joined by (BDBC) Cllr. Jones. 

 

Public Session 7:30 PM  

 

Bull Bushes Woodland  

A local resident attended to express concerns regarding the deterioration of the Bull Bushes Woodland walking 
routes. Concerns were raised about the condition of both the publicly accessible paths managed by Hampshire 
County Council Countryside Services and the privately maintained routes permitted at the landowner’s 
discretion. The resident reported that following recently approved logging activity in the area, the ground 
conditions have become significantly uneven, and in places unwalkable. Safety concerns were highlighted, 
particularly that no temporary closures or warning signage were put in place while works were underway, 
leaving walkers at risk. The resident requested that the matter be raised with the relevant landowners and 
authorities to seek remedial action and improved management of public access during future operations.  A 
request was also made to seek clarification from the landowner on what measures are in place to rectify the 
condition of the privately managed paths and those in connection to HCC. 

Refer to agenda point 366/26 viii. for the Councils response. 

 

Oakley Scouts and Guides  
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Committee members from the Oakley Scouts and Guides attended the meeting to provide a brief history of their 
headquarters building, including its age, construction, and continued use by the community. They advised that 
the current electrical system no longer meets modern safety standards and outlined the issues identified during 
recent assessments. The group noted that fundraising for the required upgrade has been challenging, as existing 
fundraising efforts are focused on supporting member activities. This information was presented in support of 
their application for an ODPC CIL Community Grant of £11,000. 

Refer to agenda point 358/26 iv. for the Councils response. 

 

MEETING PAUSED: All members of the public departed the meeting; the Council thanked them for their time. 

 

Main Session 7:35 PM    

 
The Council noted with sadness the recent fatal incident on Oakley Lane involving a local resident on the 
evening of the 14th January ‘26. Members expressed their condolences, and their thoughts are with the family 
at this difficult time. 
 
353/26 Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from ODPC members Cllr. De Kiguchi, Cllr. Ellison, Ms. 

Snow (Finance Assistant) and (HCC) Cllr. Henderson. (ODPC) Cllr. Condliffe, (BDBC) Cllr. Golding and (BDBC) 
Cllr. Gaskill were noted as absent.  

354/26 Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 11th December ‘25 as previously circulated, were considered 
accurate.  The Chairman signed, initialled, and dated the minutes.   

355/26 Declaration of interests 

Arising from this agenda, Councillors are invited to declare any relevant interests. None were declared. 

356/26 Urgent matters 

No decisions were to be taken on these items other than to delegate to the Clerk to address or defer 
to the next meeting. 

i. GuardwelL Ltd.; Renewal of Service and Maintenance Invoice for your Intruder Alarm System 
at £220 ex vat per annum for both the Councils pavilions. Delegated to the Clerk. 

357/26 Clerk and Assistant Clerk report with correspondence received 

i. Requesting 5 days holiday for the Assistant Clerk, 16th February ‘26 to 20th February ‘26. 

Approved, noted that the Clerk approves all Staff holiday as their direct line manager. 

358/26 Finance update including payments for approval 

i. Approval of payments for December 2025 and January 2026 including an update concerning 
our current budget with spend and income review. Approved; Cllr. Rowley will approve all 
online payments for January. (Refer to attachment A) 
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ii. To review and agree if a Community Support Budget (Section 137) is required, to be reviewed 
annually. Approved by vote with 8 in favour and 2 abstentions, the 2026/27 budgeted 
allowance was agreed at £2,000. Added to the draft budget for review as per point iii. 

iii. Members to review the final draft 2026-2027 Parish Council budget proposal, to approve the 
budget and then the Parish Precept. (10-minute allowance for review and discussion). 

The proposed final Parish Council’s 2026/27 budget as circulated Friday 9th January ‘26, and 
updated as per point ii above, was approved by all present. The budget of £233,763 is an 
increase of £23,353 from the previous 2025/26 budget of £210,410. (Refer to attachment B) 

A decreased 4% Parish Precept for the 2026/27 year was agreed and approved by all 
members present, based on the approved £234k budget.  The precept requested is £153k 
for 2026/27. Based on Band D properties this will see an estimated parish tax increase from 
£58.45 to £60.64 for the year, which is an additional £2.18 per year, 18p a month per 
property.  

RFO to submit the Councils precept forms to Basingstoke and Deane Brough Council (BDBC) 
by the January 31st 2026 deadline.  

For transparency; A copy of the proposed budget is circulated with the December ‘25 public 
minutes. A copy of the final budget will be circulated as part of the January ‘26 minutes, with 
the 2026/27 approved budget Scribe report displayed on the Councils website and 
temporarily on the central (Jolly Olly's) parish noticeboard in due course. 

iv. ODPC Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Grant applications; Verbal update concerning the 
Scouts and Guide Premises application, with a decision required.  

The £11k was approved in principle due to health and safety concerns, subject to obtaining 
three quotations in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations. Cllr Green and Cllr 
Jeffreys volunteered to support the Scout and Guide Committee by providing guidance on 
identifying external funding opportunities for future works to ensure the building is 
modernised and future‑proofed.  To be reviewed at the February ‘26 meeting.  

359/26 Governance 

i. Parish Council Strategy 2026 meeting date and location to be agreed; Saturday 11th July ‘26. 
The Clerk will approach the St. Leonard's Center for meeting space availability. 

ii. Request approval of £100 to the Winchester Archives, with a request that this be added to 

the Councils ongoing budget. Approved; The wider heritage and cultural sector in Hampshire 

is under pressure, cuts or interruptions to the Record Office’s core funding have been raised 

as a concern.  Many other Parishes have recently opted to give a similar donation. 

360/26 Staffing Committee 

i. Social Media Volunteer; Verbal update. Deferred until the new financial year, April ‘26. 

ii. Handyperson recruitment; Verbal update. Several candidates have already been in touch, 
and applications remain open until 30th January ‘26. Interviews are expected to take place in 
early February ‘26. 

iii. Request to formalise the Committees membership and sync the Microsoft 365 group to the 
membership. Staffing Committee members were confirmed as Cllr. McAllister (Chairman) 
Cllr. Condliffe, Cllr. Rowley, Cllr. Hayman, Cllr. Jeffreys, Cllr. Grant and Cllr. Kitley. Delegated 
to the Clerk to synchronise accordingly.  
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iv. Request that Committee members meet to review the ODPC contract for the Parish 
Handyperson. Delegated to the Clerk; The draft contract is to be to be circulated to 
committee members for review. Should any changes be required, these are to be brought to 
the February ‘26 meeting. 

v. Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS); Verbal update concerning Parish Litter Wardens. DBS 
have been contacted to run a DBS check on both wardens; pending update. 

361/26 Councillor HALC training 

Request approval to register all new councillors on the HALC Knowledge and Core Skills upcoming 
course, 15th March ‘26 at a total cost of £535 ex vat (£107 pp HALC membership rate).  Approved; 
Typo was noted, the correct date of the course is 5th March ‘26. 

362/26 Information Technology 

Parish Council Monthly Meeting Audio and Video Recordings;  
a. Members to review an internal pilot proposal for broadcasting internal council meetings. 

Approved. (Refer to attachment C) 
b. To determine the Councils retention period for all public meeting recordings. Members 

agreed to a three month auto delete retention period for all audio and visual recordings. 

363/26 Planning Committee  

i. To receive the Planning Committee January 6th ‘26 report, which includes applications and 
decisions. Next committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday February 3rd ‘26 at 7:00 PM in 
the Newfound Sports Pavillion. Noted. 

ii. ODPC planning application for the installation of public cricket practice nets, on the Newfound 
Sports Grounds; Verbal update. 

The Assistant Clerk has sought clarification from the BDBC Development Control Team, noting 
that other parish councils have installed comparable cricket nets on their own land and were 
advised that planning permission was not required, as the works fell within permitted 
development or delegated powers under the General Permitted Development Order. 
Meanwhile a meeting with the contractor Larkstel Ltd. Is scheduled 21st January ‘26. 

364/26 Highways 

i. Hampshire County Council (HCC) Parish Council Bus Shelter Grant Scheme; Verbal update. No 

further update has been received to date, this will be followed up with an updated circulate in 

due course. 

ii. Croft Road/Oakley Lane new bus stop shelter to be installed February ‘26; Verbal update.  

The Clerk will contact neighboring residents to request that the privately owned hedge be 

trimmed back in advance. This is both to support the forthcoming installation and to address 

complaints from footpath users that the hedge is currently too low for comfortable head 

height. Pending an update, HCC are assessing the same hedge in relation to the nearby lamp 

post at the proposed location, following a report that the hedge further up is now also 

obstructing light along the footway. It remains unclear whether HCC were able to speak with 

the residents before the holiday period. 

iii. Breach Farm bus stop shelter; Following a resident’s request, to install a shelter at this location 

is £5,458.00 excluding VAT (CIL Funded) for delivery and installation with GW Shelters Ltd. 

Members to consider the request and agree a decision. Approved. 
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iv. Review school drop off sign option; request from a local resident. Delegated to the Clerk to 

write to the Governor's of both the Oakley Junior and Infant Schools, with the proposal. An 

update will be brought back to Council in due course. 

365/26 Allotments 

i. National Allotment Society (NSALG) membership renewal due 30th January ‘26, charged at 

£70.00 pa. Approved.  All Oakley allotment plot holders are members by affiliation. 

366/26 Community and Local Environment 

i. Parish Survey; Members to agree and approve the proposed questions to be included.  

Recommendation of delivery February 1st ‘26, annually.  

 
Members noted that the Parish Community Survey would be delayed, as a decision could not 
be reached on the number of questions to be included in the short survey. The item was 
deferred to the February ‘26 meeting. A proposed launch date of 1st March ‘26 was agreed in 
principle, with the survey to run for one month. Results will be collated and presented for 
consideration at the Council Strategy Meeting on 11th July ‘26. 
 

ii. Parish Benches; Request approval to seek restoration and where necessary replacement 

quotes. CIL funded. Approved; Delegated to Officers, who will divide the bench list according 

to the level of work required and obtain the relevant quotations. 

 

iii. Textile Recycling Bank in aid of Ark Cancer Charity; Request for review. Members agreed that 

there was no suitable location within the Parish at present, but it was noted that the OneStop 

shop already have a Textile Recycling Bank on site and may be able to offer further advice to 

the charity. 

 

iv. Carols at the Pond 2025 donations received £303; equal shares have been passed to Oakley 

Stitchers, Oakley Scouts and Guides and Oakley Table Top Gardening. Noted. Oakley Table 

Top Gardening signed for the amount in cash. 

 

v. Recommended donation of £40 to be paid to the Methodist Church for electricity used during 

the holiday season for the Parish Christmas tree and Carol service. Approved. 

 
MEETING PAUSED: Cllr. Bullions departed the meeting. 

 

vi. Approach to future youth engagement and participation. (3-minute allowance for review and 

discussion).  

 

A proposal was submitted in advance by Cllr Rowley. Approved. Members agreed to establish 

a Youth Engagement Project Group, with a clear remit to develop proposals for how a 

co‑designed approach with young people in the parish could be taken forward. Project group 

members were confirmed as Cllr. Rowley, Cllr. De Kiguchi and Cllr. Kitley. As some members 

were unable to attend the evenings meeting, who have shown a passion for this area, the Clerk 

will circulate an email asking if anyone would like to volunteer as the lead on the group.  

 

vii. Oakley schools 2026 engagement project; Members to agree and approve the proposed 

topic for the school project. The following proposal was approved, as it further aligns well 

with the Neighbourhood Watch Community Safety Charter. Delivery was delegated to the 

Clerk, who will provide the materials to Oakley Infant and Junior Schools: Parish Kindness 

Charter 

• Curriculum link: PSHE (relationships, community values). 
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• Project: Pupils create pledges for kindness and respect, illustrated with artwork. 

• Council role: Adopt the charter and display it in parish venues. 

 
viii. Bulls Bushes Copse; Members of the public have raised concerns following the recent tree 

felling, which has affected footpaths. Response is required. 

 
Members thanked the resident for raising these concerns and agreed that the matter should 
be followed up with the relevant landowner and HCC authorities. It was delegated to the Clerk 
to make contact to seek clarification on the measures in place to address the condition of the 
managed paths, and to request that the Council be included on notifications for any future 
operations. 
 

ix. To note the council were approached by Network Rail regarding the repositioning of a public 

footpath near the Beach Arms/Westbourne Motors.  It’s status and alignment fall under 

Hampshire County Council’s responsibility as the Highway Authority. Noted. 

 
367/26 Sports and Play Areas 

Reports relate to the sports grounds and pavilions in Newfound (NF) and Peter Houseman (PH), 

facilities at Beach Park (BP) and the play areas on Avon Road (ARPA) and Upper Farm Road (UFRPA). 

i. Sports and Recreation Committee; To review Cllr. Kitley’s request to form a committee. 

 

Members considered the request to establish a Sports and Recreation Committee. The 

proposal was debated, including the potential remit, resource implications, and alignment 

with existing council priorities. A vote was taken of 1 in favour, 4 against, the remaining 

members abstained. The request to form a Sports and Recreation Committee was not 

approved.  All working divisions, including start‑and‑finish project groups, will be reviewed at 

the start of the new financial year as part of the Council’s regrouping process. 

 
ii. PH footpath sign to be repositioned; Verbal update. Deferred until a parish handyperson is 

hired.  The damaged sign poses no risk to members of the public on foot or traffic entering 

the PH Sports grounds. 

 

iii. PH pavilion security door; To review and approve the purchase and installation of a new steel 

security door. Quotes received from Doors for security Ltd. £1806.00 in vat, Empire industrial 

doors Ltd. £1762.80 inc vat, TH Doors Ltd. - £3,796.80 inc vat. 

 

Cllr. Jeffreys reported that a new contractor has been identified who could install a 

replacement door, provided it is sourced from one of the companies previously discussed, 

which would reduce the overall cost. Members agreed that this option should be explored 

further. The current door and temporary lock fitment remain secure and compliant with the 

Council’s insurance requirements. Deferred to the February ‘26. 

 

iv. To receive an update regarding the Sports Grounds Pitch Maintenance improvements 

currently under consideration for initiation in 2026. Deferred to the February ‘26, a meeting 

with the Councils Grounds Maintenance contractor Larkstel Ltd. has been scheduled 21st 

January ‘26.   

 

v. To receive a verbal update regarding the Newfound compound land transfer. Deferred to the 

February ‘26, pending a response from BDBC. 
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vi. Installation of public Cricket Practice Nets at NF; Verbal update including a note on the 

Councils planning application. Noted as a duplicate on the agenda by error, refer to agenda 

point 363/26 ii.   

 

vii. To approve the purchase and installation of logs at £740 ex vat to stop quads entering the BP 

Pump track site, with SW Contract Services Ltd. CIL funded. Approved to meet insurance 

requirements.  

 

It was noted that the Clerk met with the ground's maintenance contractor, Scofell Ltd., who 

confirmed that a service route at the far end of the site would be appropriate and the most 

suitable location to ensure seamless maintenance while work transitions from the rest of the 

park. The logs will not interfere with their access or their ability to carry out grass cutting. An 

updated quote for grass‑cutting services for the new Pump Track is expected next week. 

Much of the site requires grass seeding (planned for the Spring) and monitoring over the 

coming year to assess how it establishes. 

 

The Council have the right: To pass a resolution in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960 to exclude the public and press to consider confidential contractual and staffing matters which meet 

the criteria of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 Part 1. 

 

Confidential Session 10:00 PM   

 

368/26 Confidential – Burial Ground 

Next meeting scheduled for Thursday February 12th 2026, to be held 19:30 at Newfound Pavilion. 
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Attachment A: Ref 358/26 i.: Approved payments for December 2025 and January 2026.  
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Attachment B: Ref 358/26 iii.: Approved 2026-2027 Parish Council budget. 
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Attachment C:  
Ref 362/26: Approved internal pilot proposal for broadcasting internal council meetings.P 

Oakley and Deane Parish Council 

Proposal to Broadcast Council Meetings – Audio and Video 
This document outlines a proposal to introduce audio and video broadcasting of council meetings, 
implemented in three progressive stages. 

Proposed Stages 
1. Initial low-fidelity pilot for Council staff and councillors only 

2. Limited public pilot (Minimum Viable Product – MVP) 

3. Full-function ongoing public broadcast 

Overall Considerations 

• The camera should be positioned so that, in general, only councillors and staff are visible. 

• Recordings should have a retention period of three months from the meeting date. 

• Underlying software should utilise Microsoft Teams or another available platform. 

• Ideally, the meeting agenda should be visible simultaneously with the meeting video. 

• The meeting should broadcast an appropriate disclaimer stating that it is 'listen only', at least during the 

initial stages. 

• In the meeting room, there should be clear notification that audio will be recorded. Only individuals on 

the 'other side of the line' would have their images recorded. 

• Crossing the designated line would imply consent for images to be recorded. 
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Stage 1: Initial Pilot 
This stage will use existing or borrowed hardware to conduct a basic internal pilot. 

Proposed hardware: 

• Laptop 

• Larger screen 

• Web camera 

• Loudspeakers 

• Microphone(s) 

A basic Microsoft Teams call will be set up, and tests will be conducted using the borrowed hardware to 
determine initial setup requirements, such as optimal screen, camera, and microphone positioning. 

Testing can be carried out by a small number of councillors accessing the system from other areas in 
Newfound. 

Once established, the setup can be used to test a council committee meeting (for example, a planning 
meeting), again for councillor use only within Newfound. Councillors would still be able to join the meeting 
physically if a vote is required. 

The meeting would be recorded and reviewed by the IT Working Group, with a report subsequently submitted 
to Council. 

Depending on the success of this stage, further testing may be required before the requirements for an MVP 
can be defined. 

Stage 2: Limited Public Pilot 
Once Stage 1 has been deemed acceptable, the Council can progress to a limited public pilot. 

This could involve inviting selected non-council participants to attend a specific meeting, or issuing a public 
invitation with attendance limited to the first ten (or so) applicants. 

At this stage, some additional equipment may be purchased, such as extra microphones or speakers, or an 
improved web camera. 

This stage would help assess the level of public interest while keeping expenditure minimal or negligible. 

Stage 3: Full Function Public Broadcast 
This stage would only be implemented if there is sufficient uptake to justify the additional time and expense. 

At this stage, a full list of required items would be developed, potentially including: 

• Professional-quality audio and video equipment 

• Dedicated video conferencing hardware and software 

• Improved networking facilities at Newfound 

• The ability for members of the public to submit questions or comments during the public part of meetings, 

moderated by the Assistant Clerk 

• A 'Town Hall' style meeting format 

Additional Considerations 

• Upgrading the IT infrastructure at Newfound 

o Encryption and password protection 

o Digital certificates for access 

o Firewalls 
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o Potential rental of equipment to Newfound users for external events, with associated licensing, 

security, and technical considerations 
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