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OAKLEY AND DEANE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT NEWFOUND PAVILION 

ON THURSDAY 13TH MARCH 2025 7:30 PM 

Councillors of Oakley and Deane Parish Council were summoned to attend the Ordinary Council Meeting at 
Newfound Pavilion on Thursday 13th March 2025. Members of the press and public were also invited to attend. 

 
The public session commenced at 7:30 PM followed by the ordinary Council meeting at 7:40 PM. The business 
to be transacted at the meeting was set out in advance on Friday 7th March ‘25. Councillors and the public were 
requested to note that the meeting was recorded by the Council and may also be subject to recording by 
members of the public. 
 

Present: Cllr. McAllister (Chairman), Cllr. Green (Vice Chair), Cllr. Bullions, Cllr. Hayman, Cllr. Condliffe, Cllr. 
Rowley, Cllr. Crafer, Cllr. Ellison and Mrs. Beere (Clerk & RFO p.t). 

 

Public Session 7:30 PM  

 

No members of the public attended. 

 

Oakley Grange, Station Road new development: 

A local resident has been in contact with the Clerk over the past month with concerns relating to the 
development of the new homes close to footpath 9B, opposite existing Oakley properties. Matters raised relate 
to the position of the home(s) and overlooking windows.  The resident has been advised to contact the site 
Foreman.  The resident contacted the Clerk in advance of the meeting with apologies due to other commitments 
and may seek advice from members of the Council later depending on the outcome of feedback from the 
Foreman. 

 

Ancient Beech Tree on the Multi-User Path:  

Local resident Sarah Pritchard contacted the Clerk in advance of the meeting with apologies due to other 
commitments, submitting the below update on the current situation with the historic Beech tree from her 
personal perspective, as it was due to be mentioned on the agenda (118/24 iv.) - 
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Background: 

• The Ancient Beech Tree on the Multi-User path was marked with the number 6 in late February. 

• As a result of my efforts to uncover the reason for this, I came into contact with Jack Quest, a Tree Officer 

for Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council. 

• An email from Jack, dated 4/3/25, said that, as a result of a tree having fallen on the train tracks over 

the winter, Network Rail had “informed the landowner” that the trees along the path must be 

maintained and that work needed doing. As a result “number 6” would be “monolithed”. A few moments 

on Google revealed that this meant all of the branches would be removed and the tree would die. 

• Further investigation (with the assistance of James, the Foreman of the Manydown Estate) revealed 

that the tree had not been specifically identified by  Network rail, as many of the other numbered trees 

had been. I later discovered it had been identified purely on the basis of it’s size, with no questions raised 

about the tree’s health or stability. 

• There was a lot of community support for questioning this decision, including more than 200 members 

of Calling Oakley, the Basingstoke Gazette and Borough councillor Hannah Golding. 

 

The Current Situation (at 13/3/2025): 

Jack Quest decided that, due to the number of people who had contacted him about the tree, he would delay the 

work in order to investigate it’s health. On or around 19th March, Jack will visit the tree himself to carry out a 

“Resistograph” test. This will determine the solidity and therefore the stability of the tree. 

At the current time, the work on the remaining numbered trees has not been commissioned and therefore there 

is no risk of the Beech being cut down accidentally before the test is completed. 

Three members of the borough council have assured me that the decision regarding the tree’s future will now be 

based on it’s health and stability. These are: 

• Jack Quest,  Tree Officer 

• Jan Polnik, Principal Tree Officer 

• Andrew Reynolds, B&D employee “responsible for the Manydown project”, who I believe will ultimately 

make the decision regarding the future of the tree. 

I have also been assured that councillor Hannah Golding, myself and other people who contacted Jack regarding 

the tree, will be informed of the results of the test before any work is carried out. 

I am happy to share the emails with anyone who would like to see them. 

Assuming that the tree survives this episode intact, I intend to apply for a TPO to protect it in the future.  

My thanks to everyone who has supported the effort to save the tree, particularly those who were able to be in 

the photo, taken on Friday 7th March at very short notice. 

Sarah Pritchard (13/03/2025) 

 

The Council thanked Sarah Pritchard for her personal report and will be following updates on this matter. 

 

NOTE: The Chairman invoked Standing Order 10.vii. To proceed to the next business on the agenda, 
commencing the main meeting due to the quantity of matters to be covered on the March ‘25 agenda within 
the required meeting timeframe to close by 10pm (total 2.5 hours run time).  All members agreed.  
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Council Meeting 7:35 PM    

 
177/24 Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr. Henderson (HCC). Cllr. Burns (ODPC) is 
noted as on a leave of absence. Cllr. Jones (BDBC), Cllr. Golding (BDBC) and Cllr. Gaskill (BDBC) were 
noted as absent. 

178/24 Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th February ‘25 as previously circulated were agreed to be 
accurate by all members present.  The Chairman signed, initialled and dated the Minutes. 

179/24 Declaration of interests 

 Arising from this agenda, Councillors were invited to declare any relevant interests at this point or 
during the meeting;   

i. Cllr. Rowley declared an interest in matters relating to the proposal submitted by Mr. Rowley 
as a member of the public: ‘A New Way to Connect Our Community’ (agenda point 188/24 v.). 

180/24 Urgent matters 

i. The Council’s S101 delegation needs to be renewed in April 2025 – to September 2025.  
Delegated to the Clerk to review and update where necessary, to be brought to the April ‘25 
meeting. 

ii. In relation to agenda point 186/24 ii. Re. Planning application 21/03806/OUT, March 12th ’25 

Development Control Committee meeting (DCC): Request to arrange a meeting with the 

Watership Down Health, Practice Business Manager Mrs Susie Altmeyer-Ennis and the 

landowner of the Oakley Doctors Surgery. Delegated to the Clerk to confirm. 

 

iii. To note: Oakley school crossing patrol officer vacancy – Mr. Rowley with the Clerk on copy 

has contacted BDBC Cllr. Lulu Bowman to request an update on the Councils’ outstanding 

and ongoing request to improve the safety of the Oakley Lane crossing point and school car 

parking facilities. 

181/24 Clerk report and correspondence received 

i. Requesting approval for annual leave for the Clerk on Monday 24th March ‘25, calculated at 

1 day, 6 hours per day. Approved. 

182/24 Governance Working Group  

i. To review and determine if the Council is to submit a response; HCC Public Consultation- 

Devolution-Have your say. The consultation runs for eight weeks, launched 17th February ’25 

10am to 11:59pm on 13th April ‘25.  Approved. Delegated to the Governance Working group 

to review Wednesday 26th March ‘25 at 11am in the Newfound sports pavilion, to determine 

a response on behalf of the Council for review at the April 10th ‘25 meeting to meet the 

submission deadline.  

ii. Internal Audit by Do the Numbers Ltd conducted 19th December ‘24; Evaluation report 

received; feedback consolidated as the Governance working group was unable to meet to 
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evaluate all actions required to formulate a response at the March ’25 meeting. The following 

was noted and additional points were raised by Cllr. Hayman: 

a. Note: The report is a recommendation to Council based on the Internal Auditor’s 

findings.  The Internal Auditor has raised no ‘red flags’ against how we operate, and 

is aware work is still in progress following a year of change to modernise and 

improve how the Council functions. 

b. Note: The Council asked the Internal Auditor to be "forensic" in her review, because 

we felt we were very exposed due to the limited nature of the oversight by the 

previous Internal Auditor, but that we have noted that advice from the new IA and 

HALC/NALC sometimes appear to conflict 

c. Question: Can clarity be given concerning which points are a reminder to Council 

that a matter is still outstanding/incomplete versus where a matter is of concern. 

A response to the Internal Auditor with an established action plan in response to the 

December ‘24 interim report is to be submitted within the current 2024/25 financial year. 

Delegated to the Clerk to finalise and submit to the March 26th ‘25 Governance working 

group meeting for final review. 

iii. Verbal update on the adopted NALC Standing Orders and NALC Financial Regulations, to be 

aligned with the approved Finance and Investment Policy (ref. agenda point 117/24 iiv.) for 

consistency and updated on the Council website; Completed by the Clerk.  To be submitted 

for final review by the Governance, Finance and Staffing working groups on March 26th ‘25. 

Noted: The Council adopted these documents May 2024, to be updated as required or when 

regulations change whichever is first. 

iv. To receive and reapprove all current ODPC Policies, to be signed and updated on to the 

Councils website stating the annual review date: www.oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk. Approved, to 

be signed and dated by the Chairman and Clerk. All policies are to be reviewed and updated 

within the next 2025/26 financial year or when regulations change whichever is first.  

v. To receive and approve the proposed new ODPC Data Retention Policy, to be updated on to 

the Councils website. SLCC templated recommendation approved, to be signed and dated by 

the Chairman and Clerk. To be instigated at the start of the new 2025/26 year and updated 

when regulations change whichever is first. 

183/24 HALC Training Courses 

i. Request approval for Cllr. McAllister to attend the Thursday, 3 July '25   10am – 1pm Chairing 
Skills course, at a cost of £53.50 ex vat. Approved. 

184/24 IT Working Group   

i. Request approval of £255 ex vat for CloudyIT to remotely set up all staff laptops (x3 qty). 
Approved. 

185/24 Finance update including payments for approval 

i. Approval of payments for February 2025 and March 2025, with an update concerning our 
current budget with spend and income review. Approved (see attachment A) Cllr. Condliffe 
will approve all online payments on behalf of the Council. 
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ii. Verbal progress update concerning the Council’s investment strategy, following approval of 
the Councils Finance and Investment Policy. The Clerk reported that both NALC and HALC 
were unable to offer any advice on this matter.  Following guidance from the Council's 
Internal Auditor, the Clerk has consulted two specialist firms; feedback will be consolidated 
and circulated to the Finance working group for review ahead of the April ‘25 meeting. 

iii. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL);  

a. Verbal update concerning CIL funds available, spending timelines and earmarked 
funds to date.  The Councils has received £522,321 to date, the Clerk will circulate 
an updated breakdown of spending deadlines to avoid any funds being returned 
to BDBC.  

b. Working Groups requested to formulate ideas to ensure CIL is spent within the 
appropriate timelines, to bring to full Council for review. Agreed, decision required 
at the April ‘25 meeting. 

c. Request Council’s view on Cllr. Rowley’s proposal submitted, with permission 
requested to seek advice from BDBC on the proposal to release CIL funds in a 
similar way to how S106 funds are released to Council by BDBC. Delegated to the 
Clerk to review with Cllr. Rowley and report back April ‘25. 

 

In line with this it was noted that the Council’s recent S106 BDBC statement was received, 
whereby it was noted to be incorrect.  Funds spent by the Council to date are still showing 
as available. Other larger funds to local Parish Groups were also noted as unspent, which is 
a concern. Other larger and new funds available have not been clearly earmarked, which is 
a concern and clarification is needed to avoid this being lost.  

 

Delegated to the Clerk to obtain an update from BDBC, reporting back to all members as 
soon as possible. 

 

iv. To receive the Council’s Asset Register and approve the Council’s Risk Assessment. Both 
documents were approved with no changes, Chairman to sign. It was noted that the recently 
acquired three staff laptops, were covered under the Gleex Ltd. Leasing agreement for the 
next three years and therefore do not need to be included on the Asset Register.   

186/24 Planning Committee  

i. To receive the March 4th ‘25 Planning Committee report and applications and decisions 
report.  Next committee meeting scheduled 1st April ’25. Received, Minutes to be approved 
at the next committee meeting. 

ii. To note that Cllr. Rowley was approved to attend the March 12th ’25 Development Control 
Committee meeting (DCC) and speak on behalf of the Parish Council, with support from Cllr. 
Green (Vice Chair and Planning Committee Chair) regarding application 21/03806/OUT - 
Outline application for the construction of up to 32 new homes, with upgraded access taken 
from Sainfoin Lane and alterations to Doctors’ Surgery car park (all matters reserved except 
access). Ref: www.basingstoke.gov.uk/view-planning-applications  

Cllr. Rowley and Cllr. Green confirmed that a final decision on the application was deferred 
to the next DCC meeting in April ‘25.  This is to allow conditions/refusal reasons to be 
properly drafted following a vote which showed a preference to reject the application, and 
a disagreement between HCC Highways and the HCC Countryside team. This preference may 
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be overturned if clarification is not established. Members of the Parish Council are not 
permitted to speak at the next meeting. 

A request to arrange a meeting with the Watership Down Health, Practice Business Manager 

Mrs Susie Altmeyer-Ennis and the landowner of the Oakley Doctors’ Surgery, was submitted 

to Council under urgent matters by Cllr. Rowley and Cllr. Green. Delegated to the Clerk to 

confirm, a progress update will be given at the next planning committee meeting. 

187/24 Highways 

i. Request to develop a map of Oakley utilizing Parish Online, that highlights all current highways 

related issues within Oakley to review with HCC following a public consultation; to include but 

not limited to ongoing drainage concerns, potholes, road markings and signage updates.  

Approved. 

188/24 Community and Local Environment Working Group 

i. To note the Council’s Annual Parish Meeting (APM) will take place on Wednesday 23rd April 

’25 at the Oakley Junior School, in the main hall between 7pm to 9pm.  All members of the 

Council are summoned by the Clerk to attend. Guest speakers will potentially include the 

Hampshire Police, Watership Down Heath, the Borough and County Council and recently 

confirmed guest speaker BDBC Cllr. Paul Harvey on the topic of ‘Devolution and Local 

Government Reorganisation’. 

ii. Request approval of quote QTE590 £580 ex vat supplied by RC Saunders to clear the Council’s 

long term storage unit before the end of March ‘25, including all labour and skip hire for non-

recyclable items.  Notice to be submitted to Sovereign Housing by 21st March ’25. Approved. 

iii. Request approval of up to £200 for Men’s Shed to replicate the village’s traditional ‘Oakley 

Ducks Crossing’ (Oakley Lane) painted sign; the original is in a state of disrepair. Not approved, 

on the grounds that the traditional sign is a nice to have but not the best use of public money.  

The preference was to request public donations to restore and reinstate the sign; Delegated 

to the Clerk.  

iv. Tree work along Long Break/Wells Copse; Discussion required to determine the Council’s 

engagement (max 5 minutes allocated). Following the personal report submitted by Sarah 

Pritchard for the public session of the evening meeting, members agreed not to engage but 

will continue to follow any updates on this matter. 

v. Request to review a proposal submitted by Mr. Rowley ‘A New Way to Connect Our 

Community’. Extracts from proposal: ‘Oakley has a thriving community, but staying informed 

about events and groups can be a challenge’. ‘Building on a simple calendar suggestion from 

the Oakley Community Association’, the proposed ‘Our Oakley’ web-based ‘platform will bring 

everything together in one place, making it easier for residents to discover events, connect 

with local groups, and get involved in our community’. No financial commitment is required 

by the Council. Approved. 

vi. To review and approve the new Parish Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Grant Policy and 

application form. (Approved Ref: February ’25 agenda point 171 iii.).  Approved.  This will be 

activated following the April ‘25 meeting as the Council enters the new 2025/26 year.  Cllr. 

Ellison firmly disapproved of the Parish Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Grant Policy, and 

requested it be noted on the Minutes for the public record. 
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vii. Request approval to purchase a new lightweight Gala Tent Shade Pro Compact Gazebo, for 

Parish Council events at a cost of £405.99 inc. delivery within 2025/26 budget allowances. 

Approved, to be ordered in the new 2025/26 year. 

viii. Community Public Access Defibrillators: The St Leonards Centre and the Andover Road Village 
Hall are proposed as new public access defibrillator sites, with a request received from Cllr. 
Rowley for CIL funding for initial installation. It was noted that OCA are the current Parish 
Defibrillator Guardians across the village, along with OYFC for internal sports pavilions Defibs.  
The request was approved to utilise CIL funds for the purchase, on the grounds a suitable 
Guardian is established in advance.  

ix. Thermal Camera bookings; Verbal progress update. The Clerk confirmed that this seasons 
bookings are ending, and that one of the two thermal cameras is back in storage. Booking for 
next winter will be taken thought the year during events where the Council is present with a 
stall or via email: clerk@oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk.  Members would like to thank former 
councillor Mrs. Wain for organising the bookings, and all volunteers who helped conduct them.   

 

189/24 Allotments Working Group 

i. Verbal update concerning the Andover Road Allotment Site boundary fence (field side), 
following quotes received from Larkstel Ltd., RC Saunder Ltd. and SW Contract Services Ltd. 
Deferred to April ‘25 meeting due to confidential matters (agenda point 193/24) being 
raised. 

ii. Request to approve a quote received from SW Contract Services Ltd. to remove an ivy clad 
fallen tree on a plot holders allotment at £80, to cut and remove all debris. Approved. 

190/24 Sports and Play Working Group 

Reports relate to the sports grounds and pavilions in Newfound (NF) and Peter Houseman (PH), 
facilities at Beach Park (BP) and the play areas on Avon Road (ARPA) and Upper Farm Road (UFRPA). 

i. Transfer of land at Newfound to Oakley and Deane Parish Council to include the compound 
area, and workshop onsite; Verbal update. This is currently being processed by BDBC, 
currently this is only the transfer of land relating to the compound area and workshop to the 
right of the Newfound car park.  An update will be brought to the April ‘25 meeting. 

ii. Parish grounds maintenance 2025/28 tenders, closed midnight 27th February ’25; To review 
submissions from Larkstel Ltd., Scofell Ltd. and M&C Landscapes Ltd., with a decision 
required to confirm the allocation of contracts per tender to commence April ’25 for 3 years. 
A proposal was submitted by Cllr. Elison and the Clerk following a review of all tenders 
received (see attachment B) with a total value of £39,838 against the Council’s annual 
approved 2025/26 budget of £41,397.  Discussed and agreed by all members present, 
tenders were awarded as proposed.  It was noted that the Oakley village pond maintenance 
agreement is still to be negotiated with SW Contract Services Ltd. 

iii. BP pump track renovation project: Verbal progress update concerning the Council’s gov.uk 
Find a Tender advertisement. Publication reference: 2025/S 000-008526, the required 
submission deadline falls just after the April ‘25 meeting therefore it is likely an EGM will be 
called to award the contract, to avoid further delays.   

iv. The Councils NF cricket roller annual service at £250 ex vat plus parts; Verbal progress 
update. No update; The service will take place before the start of the Cricket season, date to 
be confirmed as the Power Roll Ltd. engineer is traveling from Cornwall.   
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v. Oakley Youth Football Club (OYFC) have offered to apply for a Grass Pitch Grant on behalf of 
the Parish Council, for both the NF and PH sites; Verbal progress update. A meeting has been 
confirmed with OYFC Chairman Mr. Rawlings 20th March to review the Council’s options to 
improve pitch conditions to a ‘good’ FA standard, of which we are just shy of.  

vi. Seasonal track repairs at the PH sports grounds, from Rectory Road to the PH entrance gate, 
with RC Saunders Ltd.; Verbal progress update, requesting delegation to the Clerk.  

HCC Highways have confirmed there is no need to officially close the Rectory Road to Peter 
Houseman footpath 8, but Banksmen are required while work takes place which is to be well 
advertised in advance.  As such an updated quote was sought from RC Saunders Ltd. 
(QTE592) £1,670.00 ex vat to fully repair the track from Rectory Road to the Houseman 
galvanised gateway. There is enough material on site to be re-cambered in a way as to guide 
the rainwater along the path and out to the road. The footpath will be fenced off temporarily 
during the works and Banksmen will be used to keep the public safe. If access is required by 
residents, works will be halted to allow safe passage.   

The continued track repairs within the Houseman fields, from the galvanised gate to the 
Pavilion car park, filling existing potholes with tarmac planings and compacting with vibrating 
roller was requoted (QTE591) at £820.00 ex vat including supply tarmac planings and all 
labour, by RC Saunders Ltd. 

The Clerk request that both quotes (QTE592 & QTE591) totalling £2,490 ex vat be covered by 
CIL funds available, as an improvement to infrastructure due to the damage being caused by 
the increased amount of use since development in the area. Approved. Once a suitable date 
is confirmed the Clerk will communicate this to all relevant parties and members of the public 
for awareness.  This will likely be on a Saturday. 

vii. Request approval of £50 ex vat to purchase three new pavilion keys for new hires. Approved.  
It was noted that the Oakley Bridge Club and Basing United Football Club will be invoiced for 
lost keys (£25 each) accordingly as per their contracted agreement. 

viii. Request to approve a quote received from SW Contract Services Ltd. to remove two fallen 
trees from Beach Park at £250 ex vat, including the removal of all debris.  Approved, to be 
expensed in the 2025/26 year. 

ix. The Council’s 36 month fixed tariff with Octopus Energy is coming to an end on May 1st ’25; 
request approval to review tariff options with the view to remain with Octopus Energy for 
Gas and Electric. Cllr. Elison requested that we remain with Octopus energy; Delegated to 
Cllr. Green to review both Gas and Eletric tariffs to report back to the Clerk.  Decision 
required at the April ‘25 meeting ahead of the May 1st ‘25 deadline. 

x. To note that Ava Recreation Ltd have completed the necessary health and safety repairs to 
the swings and multiplay unit at the Avon Road play area following this year's annual 
inspections. The replacement Spica and rope for the multiplay ramp are on order; installation 
and project completion date pending. Noted. The replacement Spica will be covered by CIL 
funds available. 

The Council have the right: To pass a resolution in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960 to exclude the public and press to consider confidential contractual and staffing matters which meet 

the criteria of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 Part 1. 

Continued: 21:25 PM    

 

191/24 Confidential matters – Staffing matters 
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192/24 Confidential matters – Governance 
 

193/24 Confidential matters – Allotments  
 

194/24 Confidential matters – The Andover Road Village Hall 
 
 

Meeting Closed 21:56 PM    

 
Next meeting scheduled for 10th April 2025 to be held at Newfound Pavilion. 

 

Attachment A:  

Approval of payments for February 2025 and March 2025 and update concerning our current budget with spend 
and income review. 

March 2025 a printed copy of all documents will be included. 

 

https://oakleydeanepc.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/Operations-LegacyArchive/EgAoT49Bjf9PiYj7FBFxkAgBzf8ts1LowUwQHeV2_NQvKg?e=TRLrbb
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Attachment B:  
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Parish grounds maintenance 2025/28 tenders – Awarded:  

 


