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OAKLEY AND DEANE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

TO BE HELD AT NEWFOUND PAVILION 

ON THURSDAY 23RD JANUARY 2025 7:30 PM 

Councillors of Oakley and Deane Parish Council were summoned by the Chair to attend the Extraordinary Council 
Meeting at Newfound Pavilion on Thursday 23rd January 2025. Members of the press and public are also invited 
to attend. 

 

The public session commenced at 7:30 PM followed by the extraordinary Council meeting at 7:40 PM. The 
business to be transacted at the meeting was set out below on Friday 17th January ‘25. Councillors and the public 
were requested to note that this meeting was recorded by the Council and may also be subject to recording by 
members of the public. 
 

Present: Cllr. Hayman, Cllr. Bullions, Cllr. Green, Cllr. Condliffe, Cllr. McAllister, Cllr. Crafer, Mrs. Beere (Clerk) 
and Mr. Woodley (Deputy Clerk). 

 

Public Session 7:30 PM  

 

No members of the public attended.  

 

Council Meeting 7:40 PM    

 

Election of Pro tempore Chair for the evenings meeting: 

It was agreed that Cllr. McAllister act as Pro tempore (p.t) Chair. 

158/24   Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr. Rowley (Chair), Cllr. Bullions, Cllr. Ellison 
and Mrs. Hamer (RFO). Cllr. Burns (ODPC) is on a leave of absence. 

159/24 Declaration of interests 
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No relevant interests were declared. 

160/24 Urgent matters 

No urgent matters were declared.  

161/24 Finance Working Group  

i. Members to review the Parish Councils final 2025/26 budget based on the approved Parish 
precept (Ref. 16th January ’24 draft minutes agenda point 149/24 iv.) 

Cllr. Rowley abstained from voting on the preferred 12% precept at the January 16th meeting, 
as is his right to do so.  It was requested that members fully understood why Cllr. Rowley as 
Chair and Chair of the Finance working group had reservations with the budget. On Monday 
20th January Cllr. Rowley circulated an email to Council with questions raised; following this 
the preferred precept vote held 16th January ‘25 was voided by the Clerk based on new 
information received, changes to the budget in the meeting and the budget must be approved 
before the precept is agreed. The following was clarified to members present: 

• All documents were made available to Council as of the 10th January. This included an 
editable version of the proposed 2025/26 budget. 

• The proposed budget shared was set against the 8th January ‘25 Scribe 2024/25 budget 
spend to date report, to allow members to see how our actual spend compares the 
budget proposed.  

• By doing this a different spreadsheet format from what was used in working group 
meetings was created by the Clerk and RFO; Further updated with Operational costs 
where needed, an allowance for Grounds Maintenance 2025-28 tenders due and the 
increase on Staffing budget as approved at the December ‘24 meeting.  The final 
proposed budget is prepared by the Clerk and RFO. 

• No members reached out to the Clerk or RFO with any questions in advance relating to 
the proposed budget ahead of the meeting on the 16th January or the 23rd January other 
than Cllr. Rowley's email of the 20th January ‘25; It is agreed that following the holiday 
season there wasn't enough time for Councillors to review the final budget proposed, 
due to other commitments.   Matters must not be rushed. 

• The Councils is one month behind where we were last year due to late budget 
submissions and decisions on matters within Council.  The recommended timelines 
remain as previously noted at the September ‘24 meeting: 
o October – work on a draft budget, working group meetings 
o November – Full draft budget is pulled together. 
o December – Budget is presented to full Council for review or amendments, ideally 

agreed. 
o January – Final budget (assuming no changes) and precept is agreed. 

• The approved budget will be uploaded on to Scribe, the Scribe report will be used to 
submit the Councils precept request to BDBC.  

• For transparency; A copy of the proposed budget is circulated with the December ‘24 
and January ‘25 public minutes. A copy of the final budget will be circulated as part of 
the January ‘25 EGM minutes, with the 2025/26 budget Scribe report displayed on the 
Councils website and central (Jolly Olly's) noticeboard.  

• The breakdown of our budget cannot be viewed in Scribe therefore the MS Excel version 
will remain, to be updated by the Clerk/RFO as the year proceeds.   
 

Additional questions were raised by Cllr. Hayman, relating to Interest and Tax which will be 
put to the RFO and Auditor with the outcome brought to the February ‘25 meeting: 
 

• Does Interest received on CIL have to spent under the same spending terms as CIL or can 
it be added to the Councils general reserves? 

• Do we get taxed on our interest? 
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There was concern raised that we may not have allowed enough allowance for Staff over time, 
based on recent months.  It was understood that overtime needs to be requested in advance 
for projects or events.  The staffing Committee is meeting 28th January.  

The proposed final Parish Council’s 2025/26 budget as circulated Friday 17th January ‘25, was 
approved by all present by vote.  The budget of £210k is an increase of £15k from the 
previous 2024/25 budget of £195k. 

Noted: The BDBC Litter Picker Grant for 2025/26 has been increased by 30%.  With this there 
are new terms and conditions to the Grant offered which is currently under review by Officers.  
There is no update on other BDBC Grants to be received by the Council, hence a 4% increase 
was estimated for purpose of the 2025/26 budget. An update will be brought to the February 
‘25 meeting on all BDBC Grants. 

Noted: Cllr Hayman requested that Tree Surgeon Simon Warner provide a written Risk 
Assessment for Burial Ground Trees.  The Clerk suggested the Council reallocate unused 
earmarked reserves that are no longer required to an earmarked parish tree works reserve; 
This will be brought to February ‘25 meeting for review and approval. 

Noted: The precept is a tax charged by the Parish Council to residents to cover spending on 
essential services within the community.  The council tax requirement is the shortfall after 
the council has deducted its predicted income from its planned and estimated expenditure 
for the upcoming year. It is recommended that Parish Council’s retain between 3 to 12 
months of general reserves at the end of each financial year. 
 
A 12% Parish Precept for the 2025/26 year was agreed and approved by all members present 
by vote, based on the approved £210k budget and retaining 4 months general reserves. The 
precept requested is £147k for 2025/26. Based on Band D properties this will see an 
estimated parish tax increase from £52.54 to £58.45 for the year, which is an additional £6 
per year, 50p a month per property.   

RFO and Clerk to submit the Councils precept forms to Basingstoke and Deane Brough Council 
(BDBC) by the January 31st 2025 deadline. 

162/24 Sports and Play Working Group 

Reports relate to the sports grounds and pavilions in Newfound (NF) and Peter Houseman (PH), 
facilities at Beach Park (BP) and the play areas on Avon Road (ARPA) and Upper Farm Road (UFRPA). 

i. BP pump track renovation project; Tender review and progress update.   

Following advice from the Councils auditor (Do the Numbers Ltd.) a tender work statement 
for this project will be uploaded on to Contract Finder as the renovation is expected to cost 
and estimated £150k.  This is a legal requirement.   Approved by members present, it is the 
intention to select a preferred Contractor at the March ‘25 meeting to avoid further delay. 

ii. Parish grounds maintenance 2025/28 tender; Tender review and progress update. 

Tender contracts are renewed every three years; The updated Parish Grounds Maintenance 
Tender work statements will be uploaded on to Contract Finder and it is expected that the 
overall cost over will now exceed £30k, since the last tender in 2022.  This is a legal 
requirement.   Approved by members present, Tenders will be awarded at the March ‘25 
meeting ahead of the new 2025/26 year. 

iii. Request approval for Ava Recreation Ltd. to undertake remedial works at Avon Road Play 
Area as result of the report received from the recent playground inspection due to Health & 
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Safety requirements at this site, with delegated authority to the Clerk and SGPAWG; Total 
cost £3,133.83 (Quote ARL4636), requesting that: 

a. £1,788.83 ex. vat be covered by the SGPA 2024/25 Beach Park budgeted allowances, 
utilising the reallocation of unused Skate Park maintenance funds (£3,500 cost code 
63). 

b. £1,350 ex. vat be covered using CIL funds available for a replacement Spica; It is more 
cost effective to purchase a new item and attach this to our existing footing. 

Points a. and b. above were approved by all members present; It was agreed that the Council 
should establish an earmarked reserve in its 2026/27 budget for Health and Safety matters. 

Meeting Closed 09:25 PM    

 

Next meetings are scheduled to be held at Newfound Pavilion: 

• Staffing Committee Meeting, 28th January 2025 at 7pm 

• Ordinary Meeting of the Council, 13th February ‘25 at 7:30pm 

 

ATTACHMENTS - 

The approved 2025/26 budget and calculation showing the approved 12% precept, will be printed and 
attached to these minutes.  For approval by council 13/02/25, to be signed and entailed by p.t Chair Cllr. 
McAllister if approved. 
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