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OAKLEY AND DEANE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT NEWFOUND PAVILION 

ON THURSDAY 12TH MARCH 2026 7:00 PM 

Councillors of Oakley and Deane Parish Council were summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Council 
at Newfound Pavilion on Thursday 12th March 2026. Members of the press and public were also invited to 
attend. 
 
The guest speaker session commenced at 7:00 PM. The public session commenced at 7:30 PM followed by the 
ordinary Council meeting at 7:40 PM. The business to be transacted at the meeting was set out in advance Friday 
March 6th 2026. Councillors and the public were requested to note that the meeting was recorded by the Council 
and may also be subject to recording by members of the public. 

Present: Cllr. McAllister (Chairman), Cllr. Green (Vice-Chair), Cllr. Condliffe, Cllr. Bullions, Cllr. De Kiguchi, Cllr. 
Jeffreys, Cllr. Neems, Cllr. Rowley, Cllr. Hayman, Cllr. Crafer, Cllr. Ellison, Cllr. Grant, Miss. Green (Assistant Clerk) 
and Mrs. Beere (Clerk & RFO).  Also joined by (BDBC) Cllr. Harvey and 9 members of the public. 

Guest Speaker 7:00 PM  

Cllr. Paul Harvey, Leader of Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (BDBC) 
‘Local Government Reorganisation Update’ followed by a question-and-answer session. 

Members received an update on the ongoing discussions regarding future local government reorganisation in 
Hampshire. Two unitary authority models are currently under consideration. Hampshire County Council’s (HCC) 
preferred option is the creation of a single county‑wide unitary authority for Hampshire (excluding Portsmouth 
and Southampton), bringing all district and county functions together within one organisation. In contrast, 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (BDBC) has indicated support for a more localised approach, favouring 
the establishment of several smaller unitary authorities to retain decision‑making closer to communities and 
reflect existing economic and geographic identities. Both proposals remain under consultation, and an update 
from Government is expected by the end of March 2026 regarding any formal decisions taken. 

Public Session 7:30 PM  

Water Quality and Infrastructure: 

Two members of the public raised concerns regarding sewage discharges into local watercourses and chalk 
streams, particularly considering planned development and the associated pressures on existing infrastructure.  

BDBC Cllr. Harvey reported that the recently published Water Cycle Study identifies significant constraints in 
water supply and wastewater capacity across the borough. These findings will inform the next stage of the Local 
Plan Update, particularly regarding future housing distribution and required infrastructure. The resident was 
assured that discussions between BDBC and Thames Water are ongoing in relation to the Manydown 
development. Thames Water has confirmed that substantial strategic investment will be necessary to support 
the proposed scale of housing, especially in terms of wastewater capacity and network upgrades. The Borough 
Council continues to work closely with Thames Water and the Manydown project teams to ensure that 
infrastructure requirements are fully understood and appropriately planned for. 

Approved Certificate of Lawfulness Application: 
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Seven residents attended the meeting to raise concerns about an approved development which they felt was 
causing significant distress due to its size and location. Residents expressed disappointment that they had not 
been consulted during the process.  

It was noted that the proposal had been granted a Certificate of Lawfulness, which is a legal determination based 
on evidence rather than planning judgement, and therefore does not require public consultation under national 
planning legislation or BDBC procedures. Members acknowledged the concerns raised, and as such the Parish 
Council will endeavour, where possible, to notify neighbouring residents when reviewing future applications to 
support awareness and transparency. It was also reiterated that while the Parish Council’s Planning Committee 
may comment on planning matters, final decision‑making authority rests with Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council (BDBC), as the statutory planning authority. 

MEETING PAUSED: All members of the public and BDBC Cllr. Harvey departed the meeting. 
 
Main Session 7:40 PM   
 
385/26 Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from ODPC members Cllr. Kitley, Ms. Snow 
(Finance Assistant) and (HCC) Cllr. Henderson. (BDBC) Cllr. Jones, (BDBC) Cllr. Golding, and (BDBC) Cllr. 
Gaskell were noted as absent.  

386/26 Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 12th February ‘26 as previously circulated, were considered 
accurate.  The Chairman signed, initialled, and dated the minutes.  

387/26 To receive and note the resignation of Cllr Bullions and to declare a casual vacancy. 

Resignation accepted. The Council recorded its sincere thanks to Mr. Bullions for his fourteen years 
of dedicated service to the parish. His knowledge, commitment, and long-standing contribution have 
been of great value to the Council and to the wider community. Members thanked Mr. Bullions with 
a gift, and expressed that he will be greatly missed and extended their very best wishes for the future. 

MEETING PAUSED: Mr. Bullions departed the meeting with a standing ovation. 

 

388/26 Declaration of interests 

Arising from this agenda, Councillors are invited to declare any relevant interests. Cllr Jeffreys 
declared an interest in agenda item 399/26, under confidential matters. 
 

389/26 Urgent matters 

No decisions were taken on these items, all were delegated to the Clerk to address: 

i. HCC Bus Shelter Renovation Grant  

To consider quotations received to date for the HCC Parish Council Bus Shelter Grant Scheme, 

and to resolve delegation to the Clerk to appoint a contractor within the HCC grant limit - 

noting that failure to do so may result in the Parish Council being unable to secure the grant 

funding. 

 
ii. BDBC Litter Grant  

The option of appointing an additional litter warden had previously been considered during 

the 2024 review of the Council’s updated BDBC Litter Grant agreement. In light of the parish’s 

growing population and the corresponding increase in general litter, it was agreed that this 

matter should be revisited, with a draft business case prepared for Council’s consideration. 
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390/26 Clerk and Assistant Clerk report with correspondence received 

i. To note that out of the remaining 5 days 2025-26 Assistant Clerks holiday allowance, 5 days 

are to be carried over into 2026-27. Approved. 

ii. Request approval to move the next ordinary meeting of the Council to April 16th ‘26. 

Approved. 

391/26 Finance update including payments for approval 

i. Approval of payments for February 2026 and March 2026 including an update concerning 
our current budget with spend and income review. Approved. (Refer to attachment A) 

ii. To review earmarked reserves and decide which to retain, reallocate, or return to general 
reserves, and to consider recommendations from the Finance Project Group. 

a. Ringfenced Legacy: Members reviewed the ring‑fenced legacy reserve and agreed that 

the remaining funds (£2,980.80) will be used for pre‑approved improvements to the 

village pond, such as repairs to the duck house and the installation of a new lifebuoy 

noticeboard. As these works are currently being funded through CIL, a proportionate 

amount will be redirected back into the CIL reserve. A dedication plaque will be added 

to the new noticeboard in recognition of the legacy. 

b. Youth Council: Members noted that the reserve currently stands at £523.75 and that 

the reserve is one year behind in its scheduled accruals. The budgeted £500 for FY24/25 

was not transferred, falling into the Council’s general reserves. Approval requested for 

the £500 transfer from FY25/26; Approved. 

c. Allotment Deposits, ringfenced reserve: It was noted that this reserve should be linked 

to the deposit cost code and should not require manual balancing, except in cases 

where a deposit is retained and no return transaction is made. Retained deposits should 

be transferred back to general plot clearance reserve fund. 

 

d. Allotment Plot Clearance, reserve: Approval was requested to create a new reserve for 

plot clearance and to transfer the unused £2,000 budget from FY25/26 into this reserve; 

Approved. It was noted that CIL funding is currently being used to renovate and improve 

infrastructure across the allotment sites. 

e. Burial Ground and Church Yard (BGC) Major Refurbishments, reserve: Noting a current 

balance of £26,525, comprising: £21,470 for the refurbishment of the Churchyard Wall; 

£1,775 for the Ha‑ha; £2,280 for the White House wall; and £1,000 for the Lytch gate 

pillar repair. Approval was requested to transfer these reserves into the existing New 

Burial Ground reserve and to utilise CIL funding for these infrastructure projects in 

FY26/27. 

f. New Burial Ground, reserve: Members noted the current reserve balance of £30,000. 

Approval was requested for the transfer of £26,525 from the BGC Major 

Refurbishments reserve into this fund; Approved as per point d. above, noted. 

 

g. Sports Grounds and Play Areas (SGPA) – Newfound (NF) Major Repairs: Members 

noted the current reserve balance of £27,500, comprising £9,000 allocated for the NF 

compound transfer and £15,000 for roof and boiler repairs. Working documents also 

indicate allocations of £4,000 for legal fees, £5,500 for building purchase, £3,000 for 

building upgrades, and £15,000 for major repairs. Approval was requested to 

discontinue the detailed breakdown of this reserve and to utilise CIL funding for future 



   
 

Oakley and Deane Parish Council, Newfound Sports Pavilion, Hampshire RG23 7HH 

Phone: 07983 500 372 Email: clerk@oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk 

infrastructure improvements. Grants will likely be sort to upgrade the NF pavilion 

building. It was further noted that the reserve will be rebuilt before CIL funding is 

exhausted. Approved. 

 

h. General Reserve Management: Members noted that several reserves are now empty 

and require closure. It was also observed that some reserves still contain historic 

discussion notes from when they were first created. Approval was requested to close 

all empty reserves and to remove outdated notes as part of a general housekeeping 

exercise; Approved. 

iii. To note that an additional £10.00 was authorised by the Clerk to Men’s Shed for the new 
Duck Pond notice and lifebuoy board, bringing the total project cost to £1,200.00. The 
increase was required due to the original oak supplier entering liquidation. Noted. 

iv. The cost of the new bus shelter on Oakley Lane, at the Croft Road end, installed by GW 
Shelter Solutions, will now be met through S106 contributions at £5,458 ex vat. Noted. 

v. Request authorisation for a cheque for £60.00 to hire the Oakley Junior School for the 
Councils Annual Parish Meeting 22nd April ‘26, as approved February ‘26 (ref. 381/26 ii). All 
cheques made payable to Hampshire County Council; Two authorised signatures enquired. 
A new Council cheque book has been ordered. The Clerk will pay the required amount in 
cash and reclaim it through expenses. Noted and agreed. 

vi. Hook Lane Malshanger Solar Farm; Request approval to contact the applicant NextEnergy 
regarding the time‑sensitive termination clause in the Councils signed Community Deed 
(minute ref. Dec ‘23 154/23 i.) linked to the approved planning application for the Hook Lane 
Malshanger Solar Farm (23/03012/FUL). Approved. Delegated authority was also granted to 
the Clerk to write to neighbouring Parish Councils for awareness. 
 

vii. To note that the Lengthsman Scheme for 2026 to 2028, coordinated by Pamber Parish 
Council, has been renewed for a further two years with the annual contribution remaining 
at £1,000. Contracts will be issued in due course, delegation to the Clerk is requested. Noted. 

 
392/26 Governance 

i. To receive and approve the proposed revised following ODPC Policies to be updated to the 

Councils' website: 

a. ODPC CIL Community Grant, Policy and application form 

b. ODPC Social Media Policy 

c. ODPC Safeguarding Policy 

d. ODPC Benches Policy 

e. ODPC Expenses Policy 

Points a., b., c. and e. were approved with no further amendments. 

Point e. was approved with no changes to the current policy. Members noted that, following 
the recent parish bench audit, revisions will be required to the Bench Policy and to the 
arrangements for managing, restoring, and replacing benches. An amended policy will be 
brought back to Council for review once the updates are complete. 

ii. To receive and reapprove all remaining current ODPC Policies, to be signed and updated to 

the Councils website. Approved. 

 

iii. To receive and approve the proposed new ODPC Policies, to be updated to the Councils' 

website: 

a. ODPC Sickness and Absence Policy 
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b. ODPC Community Grant, Policy and application form 

 

The above points a. to b. were approved with no changes.  

 

iv. To receive and reapprove all current ODPC Sports Grounds and Burial Ground Rules and Fees 

documents, to be updated to the Councils website. 

 
Members agreed that a key‑replacement deposit should be included; All documents 
otherwise approved as presented. It was further noted that Martyn's Law risk assessment 
requirements will not be included on the booking form, until official guidance and templates 
have been provided from the Hampshire Association of Local Council (HALC). 
 

v. To seek the Council’s agreement to adopt the national Civility & Respect Pledge and approve 

the proposed associated ODPC Policy, reaffirming the Council’s commitment to positive 

working relationships, respectful conduct and a safe environment for councillors, staff, and 

the public. Approved as presented. 

 

vi. To seek the Council’s agreement to formally support the White Ribbon Campaign, a global 

movement engaging men and boys in preventing violence against women and girls. Adoption 

would demonstrate the Council’s commitment to fostering a safe, respectful, and inclusive 

community. Members are asked to: 

a. Approve a formal resolution supporting the White Ribbon Campaign. 

b. Appoint a White Ribbon Lead Councillor and White Ribbon Officer. 

c. Approve the draft White Ribbon Action Plan for 2026/27 

d. Agree to promote the White Ribbon Promise through council communications and 

community events. 

e. Note opportunities to work with Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council and local 

partners. 

 

Points a. to d. approved as presented, with point e. noted. Delegated to the Community and 

Local Environment members to review an associated action plan and develop a 

roles‑and‑responsibilities proposal. 

 

vii. To receive the Councils Asset Register and approve the Councils Risk Assessment. 

 

Received and approved as presented, with all Asset Register FY25/26 additions agreed. 

(Refer to attachment B).  It was further noted that Martyn's Law requirements will not be 

included on the Risk Assessment, until official guidance and templates have been provided 

from the Hampshire Association of Local Council (HALC). 

 

393/26 Staffing Committee 

i. Handyperson recruitment; Request approval to establish a role‑based ODPC email mailbox. 
Approved; An additional user fee will be applied for this. 

ii. Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS); Verbal update concerning Parish Litter Wardens. The 
Clerk is collating the required identification documents following the Warden’s annual leave, 
in order to submit the DBS applications. An update will be circulated in due course. 

iii. CiLCA learning and confidentiality agreement, jointly signed with the Chairman, submitted 
for notification by all members. Noted. 

394/26 Planning Committee   
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i. To note no Planning Committee meeting took place March 3rd ‘26, due to no applications 
received and one decision noted. Next committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday April 7th 
‘26 at 7:00 PM in the Newfound Sports Pavillion. Noted. 

395/26 Highways 

i. Oakley Schools drop off zone; Verbal update.  

The Council noted ongoing parking concerns around the school and welcomed continued 

dialogue with the Headteachers. Members agreed to fund appropriate signage using available 

CIL funds, following concerns raised by the schools regarding their own budgets. The Council 

also acknowledged its limited authority over school‑related parking matters but confirmed its 

intention to work collaboratively with the schools and the relevant Highways authorities to 

encourage improvements and a safer environment for residents and families during school 

operational times. 

ii. Speed Indicator Devices (SID); Verbal progress update concerning the Hampshire County 

Council (HCC) approval process.  

The Council noted the requirement for a Section 72 Licence (S72) with Hampshire County 
Council (HCC), including compliance with highway‑working regulations, insurance, and the 
production of an annual deployment programme. Placement locations will require HCC 
approval, and lamp‑column installations must meet weight limits and obtain Enerveo consent. 
HCC will assess each proposed site and advise alternatives where necessary. 

A request was made for the Highways Members Project Group to review potential locations, 
focusing on Oakley Lane, Hill Road, Rectory Road, Pack Lane and Fox Lane. Members noted the 
£300 HCC setup and site‑review fee, to be funded from General Reserves, with SID purchases 
funded from CIL. 

Cllr Rowley informed the Council that Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (BDBC) have 
now approved the budget to source 10 SIDs for use across the Borough, offering an alternative 
option whereby they may hold the S72 license on the Council’s behalf, avoiding the need to 
use General Reserves. The Clerk will explore this option prior to submitting any application, 
with an update to be brought to the April ‘26 meeting. 

iii. Request up to £50.00 to purchase ‘No Parking’ signs for the chain-link fencing roadside of 

Beach Park, following reports of curbside vehicle parking near the Station Road bridge.  

Approved. Members additionally discussed the possibility of directing larger vehicles to the 

Andover Road Hall car park, subject to permission from the Hall’s trustees, however noted the 

associated liability considerations for both landowners as well as road crossing safety 

concerns. 

396/26 Community and Local Environment 

i. Parish Community Survey 2026; Verbal progress update: To date 47 responses had been 

received. Results to date are generally positive, with a range of useful and constructive 

feedback.  Closing date noted as April 1st ‘26. 

 

ii. Request approval for the Men’s Shed estimate, quoted at £330–£350, to undertake the 

proposed refurbishment of the Pond Duck House. Approved. 

 

iii. HALC Local Resilience Forum, 28th February 2026; Verbal report from attending Council 

representatives, Cllr Rowley and Cllr Grant. 
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The session focused on strengthening local preparedness and coordination across parish and 
town councils, with particular emphasis on emergency planning, communication protocols, 
and improving community resilience during severe weather events and major incidents. Key 
partners, including Hampshire County Council (HCC) and emergency services, provided 
updates on current risks and highlighted the importance of maintaining up‑to‑date local 
resilience plans. Parishes were encouraged to review their existing arrangements and ensure 
contact information and response procedures remain current. Members acknowledged that a 
project group will be formed to review this in the new financial year. 
 

397/26 Sports and Play Areas 

Reports relate to the sports grounds and pavilions in Newfound (NF) and Peter Houseman (PH), 

facilities at Beach Park (BP) and the play areas on Avon Road (ARPA) and Upper Farm Road (UFRPA) 

i. To consider an approach from Oakley Pedalers Cycling Club, who have expressed interest in 

exploring opportunities to support the BP Pump Track through sponsorship of a 

commemorative bench or associated item. 

 

The Council welcomed the approach; options will be explored further subject to available 

budget. 

 

ii. Sports Grounds Pitch Maintenance improvements; Request approval to Quadroplay the 

grounds three times per year at a total cost of £2,100 ex vat and ‘spot’ Disk Seeding at a cost 

of £1,250 ex vat with Larkstel Ltd. per year, on a two-year trial bases CIL funded.  

Approved, with a £150 increase noted:  

a. Supply of a newly calculated 16 bags required, of grass seed and disc‑seeding of all goal 

mouths and bare areas at NF and PH – annual cost £1,400 ex vat. 

b. Quadroplay treatment of all pitches at NF and PH in November, January and March – 

£700 per visit, total annual cost £2,100 ex vat. 

 

iii. To note the seasonal NF and PH sports grounds overlap affecting both football and cricket 

activities. Noted. 

 

iv. Review and approval of NF Pavilion shrub bed renovation quotes;  

a. To consider quotations received for the renovation of the external front pavilion 

shrub beds: Larkstel Ltd at £1,560.00 ex vat and Scofell Ltd £1,564.37 ex vat. 

Approved, awarded to Scofell Ltd. 

b. Scofell Ltd have additionally provided a separate quotation to carry out an interim 

seasonal cut‑back ahead of bird‑nesting season at a cost of £386.00 ex vat. Not 

approved. 

 

v. NF compound and land transfer; Verbal progress update. 

 

The Council received an update from BDBC confirming the agreement in principle between 

the councils and the Manydown Company to make the land available. Due to the complexity 

and cost of a freehold transfer, BDBC advised that a sub‑leasehold arrangement would 

provide a simpler and more cost‑effective solution. Members welcomed the clarification and 

agreed to proceed based on the revised proposal to avoid any further delays. The Council 

awaits the updated Heads of Terms and noted that the Manydown Company is progressing a 

Statement of Truth to register the small section of land required for access. A meeting will be 

arranged with the Councils solicitor in April, and a report will be brought back to Council in 

due course. 
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The Council have the right: To pass a resolution in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960 to exclude the public and press to consider confidential contractual and staffing matters which meet 

the criteria of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 Part 1. 

 

Confidential Session 10:05 PM   
 

398/26 Confidential – Burial Ground 

399/26 Confidential – Church Acre 

400/26 Confidential – Staffing Matters 

Meeting Closed: 10:15 PM 

Next meeting scheduled for Thursday April 16th ‘26, to be held 19:30 at Newfound Pavilion, following approval 
of agenda point 390/26 ii. 
 
The Councils regular Thursday Coffee and Chat drop-in public office hours are between 10:30-13:30, held at 
Newfound Pavilion.  
 
A Councillor Chat session will be held at the Jolly Olly’s cafe, Tuesday 7th April ‘26 between 13:00-14:00.  
 

Attachment A:  

Ref 391/26 i.: Approved payments for February 2026 and March 2026. 
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Attachment B:  
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Ref 392/26 vii.: Received Councils Asset Register with amendments agreed, and the approved Councils Risk 
Assessment. 
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