

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OAKLEY & DEANE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON APRIL 8TH   2021   via Go To Meeting

Present: Mr. Parry (Chairman), Mr. Adams, Mr. Bealing, Mr. Ellison, Mrs. Hayman, Mrs. McCullins and Mr. Startin, and Mrs Taylor and Ms Golding (Borough Councillors). Mrs. Meyer (deputy clerk) and one member of the public attended.  
    
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from   Mr. Bullions, Mr. Harding, Ms. Hobden and Dr Johnstone.
2. Deane Annual Report
Mr. Law and Ms. Smith, former councillors for Deane, prepared a report which was read by the clerk as there is currently no councillor in place for Deane. The clerk agreed to follow up on the points raised in the report which will be added to the minutes on the website as an appendix. 
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 11th March
Minutes of the meeting, having been previously distributed to all members, were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and the chairman signed the minutes. 
4. Notices, Circulars and Correspondence 

a) Beach Park bring to site: Ms. Golding agreed to follow up with Cllr Eachus who is the portfolio holder for litter and recycling and report back to the next meeting.   
b) BDBC grants details: Mr. Ellison asked the clerk to contact BDBC for a list of the grants made from S106 contributions and direct capital payments in relation to play areas during the financial year 2020/2021. She approached Cllr. Ruffell who then asked Mr. Payne to obtain details – no report has been received so far, but Mr. Payne has contacted her to say he will get it to her as soon as possible.
c) Death of former Borough Councillor: the clerk informed members that Mrs. Cecilia Morrison, a previous Borough Councillor for Oakley and Deane had recently died. Members expressed their sympathies to Mrs. Morrison’s family 

5. Clerk/deputy clerk Report
The clerk had issued the report in advance and there were no comments or queries.
The clerk informed members that the legislation allowing virtual meetings for Parish and other council meetings was currently not being extended, so after May 7th all meetings should be face to face. However, as Newfound is not able to provide sufficient space for members, clerk and deputy clerk and members of the public, unless a suitable space can be found, members decided to hold a meeting on 6th May, appoint a chairman for the coming year, and delegate authority for business-critical decision-making including payments, governance, audit etc, to representatives from each working party. Mrs. Taylor suggested that the hall at Malshanger could be suitable and the clerk was asked to contact the estate office to discuss this.
Mr. Startin asked about the Annual Parish Meeting, and the clerk confirmed that HALC had said this could be held at any time up until September. Members expressed their wish that an APM would be held this year as it was an opportunity for the residents to speak directly to the councillors.   
Mrs. Hayman asked if an informal virtual meeting could be held, and Mr. Parry confirmed that was possible, but no on-line meeting at which decisions were taken would be possible after 7th May unless the legislation was extended.
 
6. Planning Matters

a) Minutes of the Planning Meetings held on 18th March and 1st April     were circulated to all members. There were no comments or queries. 
b) Summary of planning Applications and Decisions March/April was issued by the clerk and there were no comments or queries. 
c) Notice of Appeal from Wates re 110 dwellings in Station Road: the clerk confirmed that the Planning Committee had decided not to submit any further documents to the appeal, as all previous objections had been included in the submissions. The clerk was asked by the Planning Committee to write to MP Mr Malthouse, and he had replied to say he supported the refusal and had communicated this to the Planning Inspectorate.  
d) 4 Pardown: as Mr. Bullions had not been able to gain access to the site until 6th April, the discussion on the application was held over from the Planning meeting on 1st April. Members had no objections and no comments to the application.  

7. Working Party Reports

a. Burials and Churchyards
a)  Nothing to report. The clerk sent the Risk Assessment form to the working party for completion as soon as possible.

b. Environment
a) Willow tree at the Pond: the clerk raised a planning application that is currently under consideration for works to the willow tree, which can be done while the pond refurbishment is being undertaken. 
c. Finance
a) Approval of Payments: it was proposed by Mr. Bealing and seconded by Mr. Ellison, and agreed by all members, that the following payments be made:

	Payee
	Charge to Budget
	Total Cost
	Service
	Status

	NEST
	116.06
	116.06
	Clerk Pension March
	Paid DD

	EE and T Mobile 
	16.71
	19.94
	Clerk mobile phone
	Paid DD 

	HMRC
	637.67
	637.67
	March Contributions
	Unpaid EFT

	Scofell
	296.66
	355.99
	March Grounds Maintenance
	Unpaid EFT

	M Bastick
	540.00
	540.00
	Handyman Hours March
	Unpaid EFT

	Larkstel Ltd
	2085.50
	2502.60
	March Grounds Maintenance /dog bins
	Unpaid EFT

	Nigel Jeffries
	587.92
	117.58
	Feb Grounds Maintenance
	Unpaid EFT

	HALC
	1049.92
	1049.92
	Annual Subscription
	Unpaid EFT

	S G Manufacturing Ltd
	1970.00
	2303.00
	New SID
	Unpaid EFT

	Castle Water
	35.42
	35.42
	Water for PH
	Unpaid EFT

	BT
	14.00 
	16.80
	Mobile hub Mar
	Paid DD

	BT
	38.27
	45.92
	Office phone March
	Unpaid DD

	HCC
	33.88
	40.66
	Supplies for cleaning
	Unpaid EFT

	B Bedford Expenses
	50.00
	50.00
	Removal van 
	Unpaid EFT

	Dell Products 
	377.10
	452.52
	Laptop for deputy clerk
	Unpaid DD

	Garden Machinery
	243.30
	291.95
	Brush cutter for handyman
	Unpaid DD

	Amazon Ltd
	9.91
	11.89
	USB plug for storeroom
	Unpaid DD

	Amazon Ltd
	2.00
	2.40
	Envelopes
	Unpaid DD

	Amazon Ltd
	14.16
	16.99
	Laptop bag for deputy clerk
	Unpaid DD

	Amazon Ltd
	24.99
	29.99
	Keyboard and mouse
	Unpaid DD

	Amazon Ltd
	86.66
	103.99
	Toner cartridge
	Unpaid DD




  Mr. Harding   and Mr. Parry approved the EFT payments.  

b) BDBC play area inspection charges: as agreed at the February meeting, the parish will follow the ROSPA guidance, and the requirements of our insurers, and obtain an annual report from a qualified external body for each of the three Parish play areas. The offer of training that BDBC made will be taken up and Mr Ellison and the handyman will attend the training. Notices will be displayed at each play site with requests to contact the clerk in the event of any issues with the equipment. Members delegated the authority to select an appropriate external company to do the inspections to the Sports and Play areas Working party.
c) Audit: the clerk confirmed that the Parish had been selected to be part of the 5% of parishes subject to an intermediate review for the financial year 2020/2021. However, the only ‘extra’ requirements were to provide evidence that the parish are registered as employers with HMRC, so the further review requirements should not prove onerous.

d. Highways and Transport
a) SID: Mr. Harding confirmed that the new SID had now been received and was working. It was sited initially in St Johns Road and indications are that drivers were heeding the signals to slow down.
b) Road works: The clerk was asked to contact HCC to request that routine maintenance works on Oakley roads were co-ordinated, rather than several roads being closed at the same time, or the same roads closed regularly for different reasons.


e. IT/Governance
IT: Working party report was issued and there were no comments or queries. The clerk confirmed that Mrs. Meyer and Mrs. Hayman were able to receive and view items on Ragic with no issues.
Governance: the clerk will contact members to arrange a meeting of the working party. 

f. Publicity and Events
Easter in Oakley: the clerk informed members of the success of the Easter egg hunt, the delivery of the baskets, and the other Easter events that had proved so popular.  








g. Sports and Play areas
Mr. Ellison issued a working party report in advance of the meeting and there were no comments or queries.   
 Members were asked to ratify the following decisions:
· Works on the hedge in the centre of the grass area at Avon Road play areas – very sharp blackthorn bushes presented a potential health and safety issue, and Mr. Warner undertook the works for an estimate of £400.00. All members agreed.
· The Men’s Shed have agreed to undertake maintenance of 8 benches (6 at Beach Park, 2 at Peter Houseman) during the summer, at a cost of around £200.00. All members agreed to proceed with the work. Mr. Startin asked about the bench at the triangle at the bottom of St Johns Road into Oakley Lane and the clerk agreed to ask the Handyman to have a look at this and to ask the Environment WP to review all benches not in play areas and prepare a report on their condition. It was further requested by Mr Ellison that Highways WP inspect all bus shelters including those on the B3400 and the one at Deane crossroads.
Mr. Ellison asked Mrs Taylor and Ms Golding if at the end of May, when restrictions allow, if they and the clerk and Mrs Meyer, would join him on a visit to all parish play areas and open spaces. All confirmed they would be happy to do this. 
  
8. Reports from representatives to other organisations.
Andover Road Village Hall: nothing to report.
East Oakley Village Hall: nothing to report.
Jubiloaks/Woodlands Group: nothing to report.
Village Show Committee: nothing to report. 
Oakley Community Association: Mr. Startin issued a report in advance of the meeting and there were no questions or comments
Community Kindness: nothing to report.
Oakley Support Network: nothing to report. 
Love Oakley? Go Green: the clerk has agreed to represent the PC on the steering committee and has also agreed independently to be the Finance rep on the organisational team. Green week will be around 3rd October 2021. It has been agreed that LOGG needs its own website, the clerk has recommended HugoFox as they provide free of charge websites for not-for-profit organisations, and Mr. Robson is looking into the work involved. The next meeting is the end of April. 
9. Confidential Items 
RESOLVED: that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.

10. Date of the next meeting is 13th May 2021 (but please see Minute reference 5 (b).





2

