MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OAKLEY & DEANE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MARCH 12TH 2020

Present: Mr. Parry (Chairman), Mr. Bullions, Mr. Ellison, Mr. Harding, Mr. Hewitt, Dr. Johnstone, Mr. Paler, Mrs. Richards and Mr. Startin. Borough Cllr Rhatigan attended for part of the meeting, and two members of the public were present.
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Mr. Bealing and Mrs. Eydatoula, and from Mrs. Taylor (Borough Councillor). 
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 13th February 2020
Minutes of the meeting, having been previously distributed to all members, were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes.
3. Co-option of new member
Following the resignation of Mrs Smith, the clerk notified the Electoral Services team at the Borough. On 6th March they confirmed that no request for an election had been received, and that the Parish could therefore co-opt to fill the vacancy. 
4. Notices, Circulars and Correspondence

a. BDAPTC meeting: there is a meeting scheduled for 2nd April, and Mr. Paler will attend to represent the Parish.
b. The clerk has enrolled in the new Tree Warden scheme and will attend the inaugural meeting in April.

5. Clerk Report 
The clerk had distributed her report in advance of the meeting and there were no comments or queries.
The clerk informed members that her work broadband was being updated to ultrafast fibre on 16th March, at no cost to the Parish Council.
COVID 19: with the increase in confirmed cases and the higher risk to older and vulnerable persons, it was proposed by Mr Harding and seconded by Mr Paler that delegated authority to approve expenditure should be given to the Finance working party and the working party requesting the expense, and ratification of the decision will be taken at the next meeting (should scheduled meetings be cancelled). It was further agreed that the Parish’s responsibility is to provide links to information only.
 Future meetings may be cancelled at short notice and as much communication as possible be done via Social media, and using the website. The Parish will receive updates from the Borough on a daily basis (as confirmed by Cllr. Rhatigan and will communicate to the residents as necessary.

6. Planning Matters

a. Minutes of the Planning Meetings held on 20 February and 5 March were distributed to all members and there were no comments or questions.
b. Report of meeting at Oakley Hall was moved to the Confidential section
c. Resident’s proposal for ‘ greener planning’ was discussed by the councillors and it was agreed that the Parish would support the proposals and forward them to the Borough, and copy in Cllr Taylor and Cllr Rhatigan to all correspondence on these matters.
d. CPRE Workshop re Local Plan to be held on 17th April, and the clerk will attend (subsequently cancelled due to COVID 19 and will be rescheduled in Autumn 2020)
e. Petition presentation: the online petition was not presented at the Borough meeting in February as there were concerns about its validity and in particular that because of the use of VPN the location of the server ( which defaults into the address on the petition) showed responses from outside the UK. The clerk will write an explanation to accompany the petition and it will be presented at the next Borough Council meeting. 
f. The Manydown Outline application will be discussed at DC on March 24th and the Parish has been invited to speak. It is not yet confirmed if any members of the Planning Committee will be able to attend.
g. Resignation of Committee Chairman: Mr. Hewitt, who has been a member of the Parish Council for almost ten years, and has been Chairman of Planning for two years, announced that he was resigning from the Council with immediate effect. Mr. Parry thanked Mr. Hewitt for all his hard work and commitment and all members agreed.

7. Working Party Reports

a. Burials and Churchyards
The Working Party report was circulated to all members in advance and there were no questions or comments. 
It was agreed that a replacement storage box for pots etc could be purchased at a maximum cost of £120 (ex-VAT) and that the handyman would assemble it if necessary. The existing one had been repeated vandalised.
The clerk was asked to investigate the location of the recycling bins which are currently not in the Burial Ground.

b. Environment

The Working Party report was distributed to all members and there were no comments or queries.

Mr. Harding gave an update on the Pond project, and reported that further donations had been received from local businesses. Cllr McNair Scott has indicated that a grant of up to £3000.00 may be available from HCC.

It was agreed that  the dead tree in Anton Close be removed and Mr. Warner’s quote was accepted.

Litter bins at the school layby and in Barra Close will be replaced at a cost of £75 per bin including installation, and the Borough will do this as soon as possible.

The Gardening Club have contacted the clerk to ask if the Parish would like them to plant up and maintain further planters in the village – the Parish would purchase the planters. The clerk will liaise and discuss with both parties.

The reseeding of the wildflower area in Kings Orchard will be done as soon as the weather is suitable and the clerk was asked to put something on the Parish website to inform residents.

c. Finance
Approval of Payments: it was proposed by Dr. Johnstone, and seconded by Mr. Harding, and agreed by all members, that the following payments be made: 
	Payee
	Charge to Budget
	Total Cost
	Service
	Status

	NEST
	108.45
	108.45
	Clerk Pension February
	Paid DD

	EE and T Mobile 
	16.27
	19.52
	Clerk mobile phone
	Paid DD 

	HMRC
	570.30
	570.30
	February Contributions
	Paid EFT

	Scofell
	296.66
	355.99
	February Grounds Maintenance
	Unpaid EFT

	M Bastick
	324.00
	324.00
	Handyman Hours February
	Unpaid EFT

	Larkstel Ltd
	1758.00
	2109.60
	February Grounds Maintenance 
	Unpaid EFT

	Nigel Jeffries
	587.92
	705.50
	January Grounds Maintenance
	Unpaid EFT

	T Harrington
	243.33
	243.33
	February cleaning
	Unpaid EFT

	BT
	10.00 
	12.00
	Portable mini hub
	Paid DD

	B Bedford Expenses
	457.35
	462.85
	Postage, dinner, kettles
	Unpaid EFT

	BT
	42.00
	50.40
	Office phone February
	Paid DD

	SW Contract Services
	80.00
	96.00
	Tree on FP9
	Unpaid EFT

	Guardwell Securities
	50.00
	60.00
	Replacement Batteries
	Unpaid

	M Bastick 
	47.56
	57.25
	Handyman Expenses
	Unpaid

	S Harding
	11.19
	13.43
	Envelopes for mail drop
	Unpaid EFT

	J Paler
	118.77
	118.77
	Database rental
	Unpaid EFT



Mr. Harding and Mrs. Richards approved the EFT payments. 

Fees and charges for 2020/21: Mr. Startin had circulated proposed fees for the Burial Ground effective from 1st May 2020. Mr. Harding proposed, and Mr. Bullions seconded, and all members agreed, that these charges be adopted. Mr. Startin had also distributed proposed hire fees for sports grounds and pavilions, and Mr. Harding proposed, and Mr. Paler seconded, and all members agreed that the fees be adopted.
Risk Assessment: Mr. Startin updated the Finance Risk Assessment and Mr. Harding proposed, Dr. Johnstone seconded, and all members agreed that the Risk Assessment was an accurate record and had been updated to take account of recent changes.
d. Highways and Transport
The Working Party report was circulated to all members, and there were no comments or questions. Mr. Harding confirmed he had met with PCSO Andy Jones, who had agreed to place a camera car along the B3400 as soon as possible. The clerk read a message from former Deane Councillor Law, thanking the group and especially Mr. Harding for the work done on the Deane Gate junction and supporting the proposals made in the report. 
e. Governance
Mr. Paler proposed that in light of the rapidly changing situation with COVID 19 the Parish needs to investigate remote conferencing (Mr. Paler suggested Zoom, Mrs. Richards uses Google Hangouts so there are clearly different options to evaluate). This could remove the necessity to attend face to face meetings, should this be a risk, (or if members are unwell or self isolating). Mr. Parry confirmed that any meeting should be face to face only if absolutely necessary, as many discussions can be done over the phone or online.


f. IT
Mr. Paler outlined the group’s ongoing work, monitoring the clerk’s hours, and providing an online resource for the monthly meetings. The further development of the ‘ACTIONS’ area on Ragic is continuing and ideally will be live by end of April, although Mr. Ellison has indicated that Sports and Play areas may be later than that. 
g. Publicity and Events
Mr. Bealing issued a report in advance of the meeting. 
The clerk distributed a copy of the proposed flyer, and members agreed that it should be sent to the printers asap, with the addition of details of the PC website and a statement that the meeting will go ahead providing there is no further advice to the contrary from Public Health England.  
It was agreed that the Parish would like to work with the team from the Community Church again for the Remembrance Service.
It was agreed that the Parish would provide a hamper for the Village Show raffle at a value of £65.00.
Details of the raffle to raise funds for the Pond restoration were discussed in the Environment report, and it was agreed that the best date for this would be after Christmas in early 2021. 
h. Sports and Play areas
Mr. Ellison issued a working party report in advance of the meeting and there were no comments or queries.
Members agreed that the tree and hedge works at Avon Road play area should be approved and carried out as soon as possible to avoid issues with bird nesting. 
 It was agreed that the hire rules be amended, to include a call-out charge for issues such as setting off fire alarms by bringing a smoking barbeque inside the pavilion, or leaving doors unlocked which then opened in high winds and triggered the burglar alarms. A charge of £150.00 was proposed, and if it happens regularly, the right to refuse further hiring could be considered.
 
8. Reports from representatives to other organisations
Andover Road Village Hall: nothing to report
East Oakley Village Hall: nothing to report
Jubiloaks/Woodlands Group: the clerk will attend the AGM of both organisations to represent the Parish Council
Village Show Committee: a meeting report was circulated to all members.
Oakley Community Association: a meeting report was issued to all members.
Community Kindness: a meeting report was distributed to all members.
9. Confidential Items 
RESOLVED: that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.
10. Date of the next meeting is 9 April 2020 (subject to any changes due to COVID 19). 





