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OAKLEY AND DEANE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE NEWFOUND PAVILION 

ON THURSDAY 9TH OCTOBER 2025 7:30 PM 

 
Councillors of Oakley and Deane Parish Council were summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Council 
at Newfound Pavilion on Thursday 09th October 2025. Members of the press and public were also invited to 
attend.  
  
The public session commenced at 7:30 PM followed by the ordinary Council meeting at 7:40 PM. The business 
to be transacted at the meeting was set out in advance Friday 3rd October ‘25. Councillors and the public were 
requested to note that this meeting was recorded by the Council and may also be subject to recording by 
members of the public.  
  
Present: Cllr. McAllister (Chairman), Cllr. Green (ODPC Vice Chair), Cllr. Crafer, Cllr. Condliffe, Cllr. Ellison, Cllr. 
Hayman, Cllr. Bullions, Miss. Green (Assistant Clerk), and Mrs. Beere (Clerk & RFO).   
  
Public Session 7:30 PM 
  
One member of the public attending the meeting to observe, and ask what the Councils position was on the 
warehousing to be located on the southwest edge of Basingstoke, adjacent to Junction 7 of the M3. 
 
Basingstoke Gateway project, which includes proposals for warehousing, is an ongoing development in the 
area. This falls within the remit of Dummer Parish Council, not Oakley and Deane, however all members have 
opposed this development. To find details on its planning status, visit the Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council website and search for planning applications related to the M3 J7 Gateway project. 
  
Main Session 7:40 PM   
 
296/25 Apologies for absence  

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from (ODPC) Cllr. Rowley, Mrs. Snow (contracted 
ODPC Finance Assistant) and (HCC) Cllr. Henderson. (ODPC) Cllr. Burns, along with (BDBC) Cllr. Jones, 
(BDBC) Cllr. Golding and (BDBC) Cllr. Gaskill were noted as absent.   

297/25 Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 11th of September ’25 as previously circulated, were considered 
accurate.  The Chairman signed, initialled, and dated the minutes.  

298/25 Declaration of interests 

Arising from this agenda, Councillors are invited to declare any relevant interests; None. 

299/25 Urgent matters 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=e211aab3cf833b15&cs=0&q=Basingstoke+Gateway+project&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwil0p-x0ZmQAxVFUkEAHQVEOiEQxccNegQIBRAB&mstk=AUtExfAbR1DcPRCKFN45Ge33W8LKLMVJD9fusXFZJklk7UQTk6l1q9-mqZv8DBjWrYmfy1T3RtA48jnUDzWTV71pOrpxgGrSqMM24ZulE8x5A44snP6IaG0UNVIf0uF4mzkbfbexFfU3XXLBq-969oZdZGXqxlkeICwOHrQLpCFNfAuuz6glT5Y4a4bl5THTB1Ms8iE-&csui=3
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/planning
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/planning
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No decisions to be taken on these items other than to delegate to the Clerk to address or defer to the 
next meeting: 

i. Councillor Chat Sessions at the Barley Mow Pub: Opening session to be held on the Tuesday 
21st October ’25 at 13:00. Members of the public are encouraged to quickly visit and discuss 
what is important to the community, and what would they like to see Parish Council do in 
the year ahead. This supports the Councils budget setting process. Councillors in attendance: 
Cllr. Condliffe and Cllr. McAllister.  

ii. Scrap metal posts: To be repurposed for allotment number posts at both sites.  Delegated 
to the Clerk to obtain a quote to have these cut to the appropriate size and installed. 

iii. Spare wooden posts: To be repurposed for car park edging posts, to prevent cars driving on 
the pitches. Replacing the rotten and missing ones knocked down and improving the 
appearance overall. Delegated to the Clerk to obtain a quote to have these installed. 

300/25 Chairmans update 

Parish Community Survey: The Council now has the tools and resources to conduct a survey, available 

both online and in print. This initiative is designed to invite feedback on Council matters and gain a 

deeper understanding of what truly matters to residents. 

Members have agreed to proceed. The Chairman will draft a series of proposed questions and 

circulate them to members for input. The goal is to publish the survey by December 2025, with a two-

month response period. Insights gathered from the community will help shape the future direction of 

Council operations and ensure they reflect the evolving needs and priorities of the Parish. 

Parish Council social media: There is a growing need to appoint a social media volunteer to support 

the Council’s online presence. The role may include sharing local news, engaging with residents, and 

promoting community activities, while ensuring full compliance with the Council’s social media and 

IT policies. 

Members agreed to proceed, delegating responsibility to the Staffing Committee. It was suggested 

that the opportunity also be promoted to Basingstoke College of Technology (BCoT) and Queen 

Mary’s College (QMC) to encourage interest from local students within the parish community. 

Council Workload and Capacity: The Council acknowledges that its agenda has grown over the past 

year, driven by several ongoing projects and community initiatives. It has also been a demanding 

period for many councillors, who have been balancing their Council responsibilities with limited 

personal capacity. The Chairman extended his sincere thanks to all members for their continued 

dedication and service to the Parish, especially during challenging times.  

Members agreed that current ongoing projects should either be completed or rescheduled for the 

new budget year, depending on capacity and priority. This approach aims to ensure effective delivery 

while supporting realistic planning for the year ahead. 

All the above are to be reviewed formally at the November ’25 meeting. 

301/25 Clerk and Assistant Clerk report with correspondence received. 

The Council currently has four Councillor vacancies. If you are passionate about your community 
and want to make a difference, we encourage you to get involved as a Councillor or contributing as 
a co-opted volunteer. There are opportunities to suit various levels of commitment. For more 
information members of the public are encouraged to contact the Clerk or visit the Council’s 
website www.oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk  

http://www.oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk/
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302/25 Staffing Committee 

i. Finance Assistant and Handyman vacancy; Recruitment update: The Council currently has two 

staff vacancies: one for a Finance Assistant and another for a Parish Handyman. Both roles are 

under review by the Council’s Staffing Committee, and further updates will be provided at the 

right time. 

ii. To agree Staffing Committee next meeting date; Wednesday 29th October ’25 at the Newfound 
Sport Pavilion. The public agenda is to be released 23rd October ’25. 

303/25 Finance update including payments for approval 

i. Approval of payments for September 2025 and October 2025. Finance approvals rota to 
note. Payments approved (ref. Attachment A). Rota acknowledged, October’s payments will 
be authorised online by Cllr. Condliffe. 

It was noted that there appeared to be a duplicate payment shown on the Scribe report to 
SW Contract services for the same amount and project; Finance Assistant to review. 

ii. Update concerning our current budget with spend and income review, with a forecasted 
spend for the remainder of the 2025-26 year; Open table discussion (5 minutes). 

The Clerk as RFO has begun preparing the Council’s budget for the upcoming budget year. 
Members are encouraged to meet and review the Council’s core working divisions to ensure 
priorities are aligned and resources allocated effectively. The Councils 2026-27 budget and 
precept must be approved by the January 2026 meeting, for submission to Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council (BDBC) January 30th ’26. 

Outstanding projects should be completed within the current budget allocated or reviewed 
for rescheduling into the new budget year. This approach supports effective resource 
management and ensures responsible budget control. It is anticipated that funding for many 
projects in the 2026–27 budget year will be sourced through the Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) where appropriate. 

Members agreed that the Councils final draft 2026-27 budget must be submitted to the Clerk 
(RFO) for consolidation by no later than November 30th ’25. To be reviewed at the December 
11th ’25 meeting.  

iii. CCLA Redemption contract note confirming the transfer of £75k from the Councils CCLA 
Public Sector deposit fund to Lloyds, to be acknowledged. Following urgent matters raised 
ref. 277/25 ii. Noted. 

iv. Request to have the Parish Councils Credit card limit increased to a minimum of £2000. 
Approved, subject to confirmation that the Council’s financial regulations have been 
reviewed and adhered to. 

v. Zurich Insurance annual policy renewal (as of October 1st ‘25), for the period up to September 
30th ‘26 quoted at £3,924.26 ex vat. Approved: The relevant charge has been included in the 
October payment run to ensure continuity. Updates to the policy now cover the additional 
Beach Park play equipment and staff laptops. 

Due to a delay in the completion of the new pump track at Beach Park, this item will be added 
to the policy once formally signed off. Should the inclusion result in any increase to the policy, 
it will be brought to Council for review. 
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vi. The Pensions Regulator: Redeclaration of compliance confirmation. Noted. 
 

vii. Finance and Investment Policy to be approved, ahead of the November 2025 renewal 
deadline. Approved with no changes required. It was noted that this is the only Council policy 
not currently scheduled for annual review in March, due to the timing of its original adoption. 
This will be amended to ensure it aligns with the Council’s standard review cycle moving 
forward. 

It was further agreed that the Councils credit ratings be checked as per section 4.3 of the 
policy. 

viii. ODPC Community Infrastructure Leve (CIL) Grant applications submitted for review: 
a. Oakley Community Association (OCA) requesting £1,594.00 for the maintenance and 

care of two additional parish Defibrillators. Noted and approved: the amount will 

cover the next five years. 

b. Jubiloaks Community Project; Requesting financial support for the finishing of a 

second log Bench Seat for the Multiuser path with installation by Men’s Shed. The 

estimated total cost is £250.00. Approved. 

 
Cllr. McAllister notified members that the Andover Road Hall will apply for an ODPC CIL 
Grant, to upgrade the hall's toilet facilities. 

 
304/25 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 

The Council’s external audit with BDO LLP has now concluded. The certificate of completion, along 
with AGAR Parts 1, 2, and 3, is available on the Council’s website for public reference. The Council’s 
Internal Auditor Do the Numbers Ltd. has been informed and is scheduled to return in November 
2025 to conduct a mid-year review. 

 

305/25 Information Technology (I.T) 

i. Internal data structure audit; conclusion. It was recommended that the current working 
group structure be retained. The Clerk will continue to update members as needed, based on 
the requirements of each individual project. Email signatures are to also be updated to reflect 
a health work life balance and set expectations for response timelines. 

ii. Amendments to the Councils website to be reviewed and agreed. Responsibility for updating 
the Council’s website and ensuring compliance with all relevant regulations has been 
delegated to the Clerk and Assistant Clerk. 

It was noted that a new assertion has been introduced in the 2025 NALC/SLCC Practitioner’s 
Guide for smaller authorities. It applies to the AGAR (Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return) for the budget year 2025–2026. To meet Assertion 10, Councils must demonstrate 
compliance with key digital governance standards, including: 

• Use of a gov.uk domain name and generic gov.uk email addresses for all officers and 
members conducting Parish Council business. 

• Website compliance with WCAG 2.2AA accessibility standards, and publication of 
documentation required under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the 
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. 

• Responsible processing of personal data in line with data protection principles. 

• A formal IT policy outlining secure and lawful conduct of Council business using both 
Council-owned and personal devices 
 

https://www.oakleydeane-pc.gov.uk/community/oakley-deane-parish-council-6507/finance-regulations/
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To the Council’s knowledge, it is currently compliant with AGAR Assertion 10. The Council’s 
website includes enhanced accessibility features to support users with visual impairments. 
Compliance matters will be reviewed and discussed with the Internal Auditor during the 
scheduled mid-year visit. 

306/25 Governance  

i. BDBC Service Level Agreement 2025; All litter wardens are to be Disclosure and Barring 
Service (DBS) checked in accordance with the agreed protocol. Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council (BDBC) has confirmed that RC Saunders and Sons are to be the approved 
contractor to provide cover during periods of absence. 

Considering recent discussions, it was agreed that all members of the Parish Council are to 
undergo DBS checks. Associated costs will be brought to the November ’25 meeting. 
Additionally, all contractors engaged by the Council must confirm that they hold valid DBS 
certification and Public Liability Insurance, in line with safeguarding and compliance 
requirements.  

ii. ODPC Office address change: Ref. 145/24 January ‘25 and 283/25 October ‘25. Note: All 
contractors and suppliers are to be regularly reviewed to ensure that address details are 
accurate and up to date. Invoices must be correctly addressed to Oakley and Deane Parish 
Council to maintain consistency and compliance with financial procedures 

307/25 Planning Committee  

i. To receive the Planning Committee October 7th ‘25 report, which includes applications and 
decisions. Next committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday November 4th ’25 at 7:00 PM. 
Noted. 

The Clerk attended the Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (BDBC) Development Control 
Committee (DCC) meeting last night at the Civic Offices to observe and speak on behalf of the 
Planning Committee regarding two Oakley applications. Both applications were approved by 
the DCC.  

308/25 Highways 

i. Progress update relating to the development of a map of Oakley utilizing Parish Online, 

highlights all current highways related issues within Oakley to review with HCC following a 

public consultation. To include but not limited to ongoing drainage concerns, potholes, road 

markings, and signage updates; Verbal progress update: This remains an ongoing matter 

maintained as a living document. An update from Hampshire County Council (HCC) is still 

pending regarding all reported highways issues in Oakley to date. Once received, the 

information will be incorporated and brought back to Council for review at the proper time. 

ii. Speed Indicator Devices (SID); Request approval to purchase four new devices at a cost of 

£12,973.00 from Traffic Technologies Ltd., inc. installation and commissioning. Approved on 

the basis that approval is established from HCC; Initial installation sites proposed as Oakley 

Lane, Hill Road, Rectory Road, and St. Johns Road due to the narrow bridge. A review of 

updating the system application will be scheduled for the November ‘25 Council meeting, to 

meet Police data capture (speeding) requirements. 

iii. Evaluation and review of the redesign of the Pack Lane crossroads; Verbal progress update. 

Delayed. Project group members (Cllr. Bullions, Cllr. Ellison, Cllr. Condliffe and Cllr. Rowley) to 

review, update to be given November ‘25. 
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iv. St Johns Churchyard bus stop; Request approval for the supply and installation of a new bus 

shelter with GW Shelter Solutions Ltd., including all permits at a cost of £4,958.00 ex vat. 

Approved utilizing CIL funds available.  

Members noted that a disabled resident has contacted the Council, requesting a bus shelter 

on Oakley Lane opposite Croft Road. Space is extremely limited; however, the Clerk will review 

all options with support from GW Shelter Solutions Ltd. 

309/25 Community and Local Environment 

i. Evaluation and review of Parish benches;  

a. Project group report to be received with proposal to be approved using CIL funds 

whilst available.  

b. Request approval of £2,855.00 ex vat with Larkstel Ltd. for the restoration of all 

wooden Parish benches. 

 

Deferred to the January 2026 meeting; To allow the project group time to finalise amendments 
to the Council’s Bench Policy and memorial bench application process. These updates will align 
with the broader 2026 policy renewal schedule. In line with this, the restoration of all existing 
Council managed benches will be postponed until Spring 2026, at which point an updated 
quote will be obtained. 

 
ii. Evaluation and review of Parish waste bins and waste collection; Project group report to be 

received with proposal to be approved using BDBC Service Grant funds and/or CIL funds whilst 

available.  

 

Deferred to the January 2026 meeting; To allow the project group sufficient time to identify 
which bins are located on Hampshire County Council (HCC) highways land—potentially eligible 
for replacement by HCC—and to obtain a quote from Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 
(BDBC) for the replacement of all open-top bins, purchased at cost as per the Councils BDBC 
Waste Service Agreement. 

 
iii. To note the reinstallation (urgent matters raised September ‘25 Ref. 277/25 ix.) of the existing 

traditional hand painted ‘ducks crossing’ sign. Donations to Men’s Shed are welcome. Note: 

This project is now complete. Installation of the sign is expected to take place within the next 

few weeks. 

 

iv. Remembrance Sunday 2025; Wreaths purchased at a total of £254.75 ex vat, £118.50 to be 

invoiced in return to local groups. Trumpeter Gemma Fuller confirmed for the ceremonial ‘Last 

Post’ at £165 ex vat. Service booklets with Green House Graphic Ltd. at £265 ex vat. Noted, 

with associated costs formally approved. 
 

v. Carols at the Pond 2025; Update concerning supply of electricity to the Pond Christmas tree. 

 

The Clerk met onsite with electrician Paul Williams to explore two options for extending a 

permanent power cable to the base of the Christmas tree. Scottish and Southern Electricity 

Networks (SSEN) have confirmed plans to remove an old pole near the site and transfer the 

power supply underground to the pole adjacent to the bench. It may be possible to utilise the 

ditch crossing the track to install the Council’s cable concurrently with SSEN’s works. 

 

An update is pending and will be brought back to Council once further information is available. 
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vi. Parish thermal camera bookings; Verbal update. Cllr. Crafer will be supporting the project 

throughout the winter season. Bookings will be taken at the upcoming Christmas Market, or 

alternatively, interested parties may contact the Clerk directly. 

 
vii. Basingstoke Collage of Technology (BCoT) Community Action program of study; Verbal 

progress update. The BCOT Activity Leader has reached out and expressed interest in meeting 

with the Clerk to explore collaborative opportunities. Tasks such as manual clean-up of the 

Parish Burial Ground and litter picking in parks and play areas have been identified as suitable 

activities and would be welcomed. To be brought back to Council once further information is 

available. 

 
310/25 Burial Ground and Churchyard 

i. St. Leonard's Church gravel footpath path restoration; Review. The Clerk recommended 

postponing the project until a decision is made on the St. Leonard’s Church planning 

application, as the proposed development may result in alterations to existing paths. Agreed. 

 

ii. St. Leonards Church yard Yew trees; Request approval of £980 ex vat for the reduction of the 

historic Yew trees located to the front of St. Leonards Church, with SW Contract Services Ltd. 

Planning application BDBC approved ref T/00459/25/TCA. Following urgent matters raised 

September ‘25 Ref. 277/25 x. Approved. 

 

iii. Request for £30 ex vat to have Men’s Shed restore the Parish burial ground ‘Wall of 

Remembrance’, with a decision required regarding memorial plaque installation fees. The 

standard charge of £30 was approved. Brass plaques supplied by Fullbrook Engineering are 

charged at £90 per plaque, comprising £65 for the plaque and £25 for installation. Members 

agreed not to include an additional Council fee per plaque. The Council’s website will be 

updated to reflect this. 

 

311/25 Allotments 

i. Allotment plot renewals 2025-26; Verbal progress update. To date, the Andover Road 
allotment site has 19 vacant plots. Members on the waiting list are actively being contacted. 
The Canterbury Garden allotment site is expected to have no vacant plots currently. 

ii. Allotment plot clearance and restoration for October ‘25. Request decision and approval based 
on quotes provided by Scofell Ltd. and Larkstel Ltd, with a verbal update based on vacant plots 
to date. 

It was noted that the large cherry tree located at the centre of the site requires a reduction by 
half, and one plot requires the removal of a Willow tree saplings. Additionally, the communal 
composting heap has been subject to fly tipping. An updated quote has been provided by RC 
Saunders Ltd., which includes the additional works now required. Confirmation from 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council (BDBC) regarding removal of the fly-tipped material 
is still pending. 

 

Following the Clerk’s recommendation, it was agreed to proceed with restoring all plots to a 
usable condition for new tenants, utilising available Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds 
and any retained deposits. This was approved, with authority delegated to the Clerk, acting as 
Allotment Officer, to progress all necessary works. 
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iii. Canterbury Garden site: Installation of an additional plot with raised beds; Review.  

The Clerk recommended postponing the proposed enhancement, noting it is a “nice to have” 
and not currently essential. In the interim, the car parking area (proposed site for the plot) and 
track will be weed killed and scraped back to maintain usability. RC Saunders Ltd. has supplied 
a quote to restore the track where necessary at £670.00 ex vat.  

Members agreed that this be revisited in the new budget year. The weedkilling treatment is 
now included in the annual parish play area treatment schedule; delegated to the Clerk to 
oversee its restoration where necessary at the proper time. 

312/25 Sports and Play Areas 

Reports relate to the sports grounds and pavilions in Newfound (NF) and Peter Houseman (PH), 
facilities at Beach Park (BP) and the play areas on Avon Road (ARPA) and Upper Farm Road (UFRPA). 

i. Request approval of £54.00 for key safes to be fitted to all pavilions externally for private 

hires and £47.21 for an internal NF cabinet key lock safe. Approved; Access codes will be 

changed for each hire to maintain site security. Members requested that a deposit be taken 

to mitigate the risk of lost keys. Authority to implement and manage this process has been 

delegated to the Clerk. 

 

ii. Request approval/retrospective approval of £1500 ex vat for necessary B3400 NF entrance 

tree works with SW Contract Services Ltd. Following urgent matters raised September ‘25 

Ref. 277/25 vi. Approved 

 

iii. Request retrospective approval of £75 ex vat for plumbing works at the NF pavilion with 

Shenton Plumbing Ltd. Following urgent matters raised September ‘25 Ref. 277/25 v. 

Approved. 

 

iv. Request retrospective approval of £231.50 ex vat for the purchase and installation of a new 

emergency disabled toilet alarm following water damage, and replacement light fittings and 

bulbs at the NF pavilion with electrician Paul Williams. Approved. 

 
v. Request approval of £307.50 net total (£102.50 per unit) for a recommended three-year 

October 2025 - October 2028 renewal ODPC agreement with The Play Inspection Company 

Ltd. Approved. 

 

vi. BP Dog Training Field; Request a decision and approval following the review of quotes 

received to fence and gate the area formally from SW Contract Services at £5796.00 ex vat, 

Scofell Ltd. at £6555.58 ex vat and Bob Berry Fencing at £7388.40 ex vat. 

 

Members requested that the proposal be put to a vote: Cllr. Ellison and Cllr. Bullions voted 

against the project, citing that it was not required. Cllr. McAllister and Cllr. Hayman abstained. 

Cllr. Green, Cllr. Condliffe, and Cllr. Crafer voted in favour. With a majority in support, the 

project was approved. Authority was delegated to the Assistant Clerk to proceed with the 

most suitable option, to be funded via Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). 

 
vii. BP pump track renovation project with OnTrack Ltd.; Grand opening proposed for Saturday 

18th October ‘25. Requesting delegated authority to the Assistant Clerk to organise.  

 

Delegation approved. The project has been delayed due to a hold-up in the delivery of 

galvanised ramps and incidents of antisocial behaviour, during which children and young 

adults gained unauthorised access to the track, causing minor damage. Once repairs are 

completed and the ramps are installed, the site will require a formal safety inspection prior 
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to sign-off. The Council remains hopeful that the site will be open in time for the October 

2025 half-term week. 

 

viii. NF and PH sports ground grass pitch improvements; Verbal progress update. Delegated to 

the working group for consideration as part of the 2025–26 budget setting process. 

 

ix. NF annual cricket roller service is complete with no repairs required; to note. Following 

urgent matters raised September ‘25 Ref. 277/25 viii. Noted. 

 
MEETING PAUSED: Members of the public departed the meeting. 
 
Confidential Session 21:50 PM 

 

The Council have the right: To pass a resolution in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960 to exclude the public and press to consider confidential contractual and staffing matters which meet 

the criteria of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 Part 1. 

 
313/25 Confidential matters – Newfound 

314/25 Confidential – Burial Ground 

315/25 Confidential – Allotments 

316/25 Confidential matters – Planning matters  

317/25 Confidential matters – Staffing matters 

MEETING CLOSED: 22:15 
 

Next meeting scheduled for 13th November 2025 to be held at Newfound Pavilion  

Attachment A: Ref 303/25 i.: Approval of payments for September 2025 and October 2025. Finance approvals 
rota to note. 
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