

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OAKLEY & DEANE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON FEBRUARY 11TH  2021   via Go To Meeting

Present: Mr. Parry (Chairman), Mr. Adams, Mr. Bealing, Mr. Ellison, Mr. Harding, Dr Johnstone, Mrs. McCullins and Mr. Startin, and Mrs Taylor and Ms Golding (Borough Councillors).  Two members of the public attended.  
   Mr. Parry was not present at the start of the meeting, so Mr. Ellison was elected chairman.
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Mr. Bullions, Ms. Hobden  
2. Co-option of new member
Mr. Harding proposed that Mrs. Hayman be co-opted to join the Parish Council and Mr. Bealing seconded. All members agreed, and introduced themselves to Mrs. Hayman and welcomed her to the Council. 
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 14th January 2020.
Minutes of the meeting, having been previously distributed to all members, were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and the chairman signed the minutes. 
4. Notices, Circulars and Correspondence 

a) Update from BDAPTC: the clerk had issued a meeting report as she had attended two meetings with the District Association and the Borough about play area inspection charges and reductions in the grass cutting grant. The Borough have agreed not to implement the grass cutting grant reduction in the current budget proposals, and the discussions around the play area inspections are ongoing.  
b) Update from HALC re APM and AGM: HALC have updated their advice and will allow online APM and AGMs. The members decided not to go ahead with the APM but will hold an AGM at the beginning of May either online or face to face following Government guidance at the time. Elections for the Borough councillors will take place in May so our 3 current councillors will be in ‘purdah’ for the six weeks leading up to the election date.
c) Introduction of new Rural Area Police Sergeant: the clerk forwarded a note from Sgt Lisa Kempster. Sgt Kempster has offered to write an article for Link and the clerk has invited her to attend a meeting when face to face meetings are allowed again, to introduce herself and to discuss priorities with the councillors and members of the public. 

5. Councillor for Deane 
Mr Parry arrived and took over the chair from Mr. Ellison.
Following the resignation of Mrs. Smith in February 2020 and despite publicising the vacancy for a councillor for Deane via Social media, the Link, notice boards and word of mouth, the position remains open. It was agreed that the vacancy should remain open until such time as a Deane resident applies for co-option.

6. Clerk Report
The clerk had issued her report in advance and there were no comment or queries.
Beach Park Bring to site: Mr. Parry asked Mrs. Taylor and Ms. Golding if there was any response from the review of the sites undertaken by the Borough and Mrs. Taylor agreed to speak to the portfolio holder for an update. Members asked the clerk to organise a survey of residents as to whether support is there to keep the site or to move it within Oakley, or to close it altogether now the roadside recycling programme offers collection for glass and cardboard etc.  
7. Planning Matters

a) Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 4th February were circulated to all members. There were no comments or queries, but the clerk informed members that Mr. Bealing had been elected Chairman of the Planning Committee and that Mr. Adams and Mrs. McCullins had joined the Committee with immediate effect.
b) Summary of planning Applications and Decisions January/February was issued by the clerk and there were no comments or queries. 

8. Working Party Reports

a. Burials and Churchyards
a)  Nothing to report. 

b. Environment
a) Village Pond tenders: the Environment Working Party and the Governance WP reviewed the three submissions and recommended that the quote from SW Contract Services be accepted, as it offered best value for money. The Borough Council had independently reviewed the bids and selected SW Contract Services as their preferred contractor. All members agreed, and the clerk was asked to write to all three companies who quoted to thank them for their work. Mr. Harding will contact SW Contract Services to arrange a meeting to agree time frame for the works to begin.
b) Allotments: It was agreed that Mr. Harding could purchase padlocks and numbers for the new allotments at Canterbury Gardens at a cost of £40.17. The allotments should be ready to take over by the end of March 2021.
c) Pond raffle and other fund raising: the clerk and Mrs. Hobden have received many donations for the raffle, which due to COVID has not yet been held. Mrs. Hobden asked if the proceeds of the raffle could be donated to another project – perhaps to the school for the provision of counsellors for anyone affected by COVID. The clerk reminded members that the Parish does not have General Power of Competence so what it can and cannot pay for is restricted. Also, some of the donations were ‘pond related’ – pictures etc – and the donors would need to each be contacted to see if they would be happy to have the proceeds given to another project. It was agreed to discuss this at the next Governance meeting and come back to the March PC meeting with their recommendations. The sale of calendars raised over £1300 for the pond fund and members thanked everyone concerned.
d) Allotment rules: Mr Harding has issued a draft schedule, and this will be updated following member comments.


c. Finance
a) Approval of Payments: it was proposed by Mr. Harding and seconded by Mr. Ellison, and agreed by all members, that the following payments be made:

	Payee
	Charge to Budget
	Total Cost
	Service
	Status

	NEST
	116.06
	116.06
	Clerk Pension January
	Paid DD

	EE and T Mobile 
	16.49
	19.79
	Clerk mobile phone
	Paid DD 

	HMRC
	639.67
	639.67
	January Contributions
	Unpaid EFT

	Scofell
	296.66
	355.99
	January Grounds Maintenance
	Unpaid EFT

	M Bastick
	175.50
	175.50
	Handyman Hours January
	Unpaid EFT

	Larkstel Ltd
	2553.00
	3063.60
	January Grounds Maintenance /blue line marking
	Unpaid EFT

	Nigel Jeffries
	587.92
	117.58
	Oct Grounds Maintenance
	Unpaid EFT

	Talk Design and Print
	385.50
	462.60
	Printing of calendars
	Unpaid EFT

	HCC
	67.18
	80.62
	Cleaning supplies
	Unpaid EFT

	Greening Campaign
	50.00
	50.00
	Phase 1 
	Unpaid EFT

	M Bastick Expenses
	115.03
	136.73
	Handyman expenses Dec/Jan
	Unpaid

	BT
	44.58
	53.50
	Office phone January
	Unpaid DD

	Nat Allotment Soc
	55.00
	66.00
	Annual Subscription
	Unpaid EFT



  Mr. Harding   and Mr. Startin approved the EFT payments.  

d. Highways and Transport
a) Mr. Harding confirmed that the new SID had not yet been received but should be soon and would be first used along St Johns Road.  
b) Following complaints about speeding along the Andover Road, Mr. Harding has requested that the police speed camera be employed along the B3400 as soon as possible. 
c) Mr. Bealing informed members that some road signs had been replaced, and the clerk agreed to ask the Lengthsman to check them all when he next visits Oakley so she can notify the Borough if there are any others that need repair or replacement.  


e. IT/Governance
a) IT update:  the cheaper option of Ragic does not provide automatic backup on the Ragic servers, but the IT project team has arranged to do this twice a day on a dedicated computer held locally.
b) Design changes: primarily around the search facility, Ragic has recently made some major design changes, and the IT WP will be issuing some guidance notes soon.

f. Publicity and Events
Easter in Oakley: the Clerk joined other groups on a call to 
          agree events that could be held at Easter time assuming that we are still in lockdown. The Parish Council will be part of the Easter Blessing Basket team, distributing baskets of Easter treats to residents.  

g. Sports and Play areas
Mr. Ellison issued a working party report in advance of the meeting and there were no comments or queries.   
 Mr. Ellison and all members thanked a local resident for the clearing of the Beach Park recycling site, which is now looking much better.  
Mr. Ellison commented on the Borough’s proposals to make an annual charge of £500 plus VAT for inspections at each parish-run play area   and provided members with the ROSPA Guidance and the 2008 Play England Code, which both state that there is no statutory requirement for inspections by qualified persons other than annually, and our insurers have confirmed this. The clerk has obtained quotes from registered inspection companies and these are significantly less than the Borough intend to charge. Mr. Ellison requested members to delegate authority to the SPAWP that if the charges from the Borough (which are still under discussion with BDAPTC) are introduced that the parish can accept the quote from Play Inspections Co which would be £75 pa per site. All members agreed. 
 
 
  
9. Reports from representatives to other organisations.
Andover Road Village Hall: nothing to report.
East Oakley Village Hall: nothing to report.
Jubiloaks/Woodlands Group: nothing to report.
Village Show Committee: nothing to report. 
Oakley Community Association: Mr. Startin issued a report in advance of the meeting and there were no questions or comments
Community Kindness: nothing to report.
Oakley Support Network: OSN have now started to give lifts to the vaccination hubs for those who have difficulties in attending. 
Love Oakley? Go Green: the clerk has agreed to represent the PC on the steering committee and has also agreed independently to be the Finance rep on the organisational team. Lots of events are planned for 2021 in addition to the Green Week, and the ‘Greening Oakley’ campaign will be starting shortly, along with other spring activities around the village to encourage residents to ‘think Green’. 
10. Confidential Items 
RESOLVED: that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.



11. Date of the next meeting is 11th March 2021 (this will be a virtual meeting using GoToMeeting unless face to face meetings are allowed by that time)
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