

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OAKLEY & DEANE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON JANUARY 14TH 2021   via Go To Meeting

Present: Mr. Parry (Chairman), Mr. Adams, Mr. Bealing, Mr. Ellison, Mr. Harding, Mrs. McCullins and Mr. Startin, and Mrs Taylor (Borough Councillor).  Two members of the public attended.  
    Mr. Parry was not present at the start of the meeting, so Mr. Ellison was elected chairman.
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Mr. Bullions, Ms. Hobden and Dr. Johnstone.  
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2020.
Minutes of the meeting, having been previously distributed to all members, were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and the chairman signed the minutes. 
3. Precept for FY 2021

It was agreed to defer this item until Mr. Parry was able to join the meeting. Please refer to item below marked *.

4. Notices, Circulars and Correspondence 

a) Closure of Parish Clerk’s office to the public: after seeking advice from HALC and from other clerks, it was agreed that the clerk’s office should be closed to the public unless by prior appointment, for the duration of the lockdown and until such time as mixing of households is allowed. Mr. Ellison commented on the works to be done at Newfound pavilion to create a storage facility for the clerk in the former First Aid room, and Mrs. McCullins said that she felt it was inappropriate for the clerk to work there on her own and she (Mrs. McCullins) and Mr. Adams both volunteered to attend with the clerk, on a rota basis, and other members agreed. The clerk confirmed that she and the to-be-appointed deputy clerk would work from Newfound during the handover, but as there would be two of them present, there should be no issues about safety. 
b) Update from HALC re APM and AGM: the clerk advised members that the HALC guidance on the APM was that currently it still had to be held in public and therefore could not take place until restrictions allow. The AGM however can now take place virtually and so can be held in May as usual. Mr. Adams asked if it could be held earlier, and the clerk confirmed it could but another one would have to be held in May regardless. Mr. Ellison asked about the Deane APM and how that could be managed with no Deane representative and the clerk agreed to speak to the two previous Deane Councillors to request if they could prepare a document to be shared online.  

5. Clerk Report 
Mr Parry arrived at 19.00 and took over the chair from Mr. Ellison.
The clerk had distributed her report in advance of the meeting. The main issue during December and January had been the problems at Beach Park ‘bring site’. Mr. Bealing asked if the items dumped there came from Oakley residents, or from other places. The clerk replied it was not always easy to say but that much of it was local, from the addresses on the packaging etc. Mr. Ellison reminded members that he and the clerk had met representatives from Serco and the Borough Council back in March 2019 and there had been no action taken to resolve any of the issues identified. The position of the bins meant that our contractor could not keep the area surrounding the facility clean and tidy.  Mr. Parry commented that having the facility in a play area was not suitable. Mr. Startin asked if we could ask for it to be moved to another location, and Mrs. Taylor said that it might be possible if the PC was very much in favour, but it was important to gain resident’s views on this – either through Link or by some other method. Members agreed that installing CCTV was not the answer – the land is owned by the Borough and the solution is theirs to provide.  It is understood that there is a review of all ‘bring sites’ by the Borough Council and the clerk asked that our views be represented.
Re delivery of welcome packs, it was agreed by members that all such deliveries should be suspended during lockdown, as they are not essential.  

6. Planning Matters

a) Summaries of the applications and decisions since the previous meeting were circulated in advance of the meeting, and there were no comments or queries.

3. * Precept
	This item was postponed until Mr Parry arrived at the meeting. It was proposed by Mr. Bealing and seconded by Mr. Harding, that a precept of £102,500.00 be approved and submitted to the Borough Council. All members agreed. Although this is a large percentage increase, it results in a rise of less than £5 per annum on a Band D property and Mr. Ellison asked the clerk to ensure that the actual monetary amount was made clear in her report in Link. The clerk informed members that the approval process was changed due to COVID19, as physical copies of the form should not be shared for signature, so emailed approvals were acceptable. Mr. Ellison asked that a presentation outlining the reasons for the increase be posted on the PC website and shared on social media and all members agreed. 



7. Working Party Reports


a. Burials and Churchyards
a)  Nothing to report. 

b. Environment
a) Village Pond: the tender documents are due to be received by 15th January but due to the postal delays, members agreed to keep the submission period open for a further 4 working days.
b) Allotments: Mr Ellison asked why all the plots at Canterbury Gardens were the same size, rather than mixed as at Andover Road site. Mr. Harding confirmed that would make best use of the size and shape of the land provided.  Mr. Ellison suggested that a keyed padlock could be troublesome, and that a coded one might be a better solution. Plots need to be marked out, and it was agreed by all members that for this rental year, ¼ of the amount would be payable, plus the refundable £100 deposit.
c) Allotment rules: Mr Harding has received details of allotment rules from local parishes and is working on updating the rules for the PC, for review in February/March 2021.
d) The raffle for the Pond is ongoing. 


c. Finance
a) Approval of Payments: it was proposed by Mr. Ellison and seconded by Mr. Bealing, and agreed by all members, that the following payments be made:

	Payee
	Charge to Budget
	Total Cost
	Service
	Status

	NEST
	116.06
	116.06
	Clerk Pension December
	Paid DD

	EE and T Mobile 
	16.49
	19.79
	Clerk mobile phone
	Paid DD 

	HMRC
	639.67
	639.67
	January Contributions
	Unpaid EFT

	Scofell
	296.66
	355.99
	December Grounds Maintenance
	Unpaid EFT

	M Bastick
	364.50
	364.50
	Handyman Hours December
	Unpaid EFT

	Larkstel Ltd
	2123.00
	2547.60
	December Grounds Maintenance /blue line marking
	Unpaid EFT

	Nigel Jeffries
	587.92
	705.50
	Oct Grounds Maintenance
	Unpaid EFT

	S Harding
	55.28
	55.28
	Dec/Jan Ragic Fees
	Unpaid EFT

	N Goodyear
	200.00
	240.00
	PH Track repairs
	Unpaid EFT

	BT
	13.66
	16.40
	Portable mini hub
	Paid DD

	BT
	42.00
	50.40
	Office phone December
	Paid DD



  Mr. Harding   and Mr. Startin approved the EFT payments.  
b) Grass cutting grants/Play area inspections: the clerk circulated an email from BDAPTC concerning proposed cuts to grass cutting grants of 10% pa, starting in FY 22/23. Members asked the clerk to communicate with Ward Councillors to ask them to support the request for a full operational consultation on this, as well as the proposed play area inspections discussed at the December 2020 meeting. Mr. Ellison said that much more detail was needed, and that he had done some research into the play area inspections and found no evidence that monthly or quarterly inspections were required under the ‘Managing Risk in Play Provision – Implementation Guide’’. He asked the clerk to share this with BDAPTC.  Members agreed that reducing grants to parishes for grass cutting etc was a form of dual taxation, meaning that parishes had to increase their precepts while the Borough was reducing its own outlay for these activities.

d. Highways and Transport
a) Mr. Harding confirmed that the new SID had not yet been received but should be soon and would be first used along St Johns Road.  
b) Following complaints about speeding along the Andover Road, Mr. Harding has requested that the police speed camera be employed along the B3400 as soon as possible. 


e. IT/Governance
IT update: two new councillors have been added to Ragic.  A new section, ‘’For Parish Clerk Only’’ has been added so the clerk can share applications for the deputy clerk position just with the recruitment subcommittee. A new section has been added to the database allowing tenders and submissions to be held in one section of the Information Library. This demonstrates the importance of Ragic and enables the PC to use it more effectively. 


f. Publicity and Events



g. Sports and Play areas
Mr. Ellison issued a working party report in advance of the meeting and there were no comments or queries.  All members agreed that the gas boiler service and fire equipment inspections should take place as scheduled. Mr Ellison asked that the Parish Council mention the valuable work that Jubiloaks have done of the last year, working with the PC on providing the hedging at Beach park, and Upper Farm Road and Peter Houseman, and all members concurred.
Mr. Ellison invited Mrs. Taylor to visit the PC run play areas and sites in the village, once restrictions allow, so she is fully aware of the Parish’s plans for each space. Mrs. Taylor replied that she would be happy to do this. 
 
 
  
8. Reports from representatives to other organisations.
Andover Road Village Hall: nothing to report.
East Oakley Village Hall: nothing to report.
Jubiloaks/Woodlands Group: nothing to report.
Village Show Committee: nothing to report. 
Oakley Community Association: nothing to report.
Community Kindness: nothing to report.
Oakley Support Network: small increase in calls but nothing like the first lockdown.
9. Confidential Items 
RESOLVED: that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.


10. Date of the next meeting is 11th February   2021 (this will be a virtual meeting using GoToMeeting unless face to face meetings are allowed by that time)
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